Suceintly, the circumstances supporting tiae rececmmended
re:

Padi Faorae 1, hovins reesined dafinitte inforaction ol
the presence of” several emeny’ currierw,. ordered & group attucii on
those ships as primary objectives.  Accordingly, all planes co
ot being airbvorne were launched at 0900 LCT on the morning of Jun
Lth, 1942, TIncluded in this group was Torpedo Squadron miznt, o
Cosmanded by Lt-Comdr. John C. ialdron,  USH. Just prior

louneliing,; he tas‘feportea"ﬁﬁgfie CommaTiding Orricer Tor finol

trained ana reaay and that he would strike his blow at the
recardless oI conseguences. Hls grim determination to press 4o}
an attuck against all obstacles,. his rorexmowledge that there wus
the possibility that his squadron was doomed to destruction wwwith
no chance whatever of returning surely to the carrier, impresced
all present.with the remarkable devotion to duty ana the verzonal
integrity of an ofricer whose pilots askea only that they be allavec
to share in the dangers and disastrous tate sure to rollow such &
attacks
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Torpeao Squadron Eight, flying lov, beneath the Dbroien
clouds, became separated Irom the remainaer or the group, vh ich
lew at higher levels. Lhey found the enemy carriers, those &t
nich altitude did not. Deset on all sides by the deadly Zero
fighters, which were doggedly attacking thenm in force, and faced
with an seemingly impenetrable screen of cruisers and destroyers,
the squadron valiantly drove in to short ranze. Plane after nlnne
ves shot dovm in flames by fighters, antiaircraft bursvs wer
searing faces and tearing chunks of fuselage, and still the =ou
vored in. ‘those who were left dropped their torpedoes ot
tlank range, sew them run true and explode writh blindinz T
aoninct the sides of the enemy carriers. <Lk rad nicde ca2ih

L}z Force, and for the llavy, that Japan
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crivnled at the start.

Cnly one survivor, from tie fifteen nlenes and whluvr
cen vho menned the torpedo planes, is lert o tell the SEET . LLE
e susgested citation speuis Tor itszelf., IO her 7 she
svaaisions of the service could possible be ¢ oH agil
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Thipg flicht is of historicul importance, as Lt ip toligvar

Japanese battlesiip wus sunk by dive bombing. -2 Do

were lounched on the mornins of June 6th, 1ylLz2,

sneny force consisting of a EB, 1 or « Ci's and severul
Arriving over thils force, the air group was imuediutel;&g-
focus of all anticircraft batteries. Cne »laone, rnsiow L
=1lot, vies sihot dovn, +nd several other ailrcralt were .10
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