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23, {a) i3 a result of remarkadle intellizence work, the
tactisal situstion was in our favery it is not bellsvod that
the sneny knew the wheresbouts of our esrriers until after
recio silence weas broken, which was on the fighter director
gireuit, It is felt that this violation of radic zilenocs

could have bsen evoided had pl frisndly airoraft, hoth shore
based and ship Eassﬂ. been equipped with standard I.F.F, squipe
n&ént.

| {b) Two hours end ninstsen minutes elapsed between ‘
the Tims that meny plenss were sighbted approaching Lidwey
and ths receipt of idgntical information on the ¥ox sshedule.
iniz points t a defialte used for dirsct sonmunication between
' patrol oraft sndé the attacking osrrisrs, ||

{e) It is beliesved that thess errors and delays are
rsspongible for the fact that @ more complets vistory was
not smined, snd ars submitted in the hope that their correetion
will snebls us %o galn victorles in the future when the strong
taectical advantages winich we held 8his time may not always be
SUTS.

244 . Attention is part} sularly invited to »nelasare {C),
Inssmuoch ss8 the setion eevaraa by this ragort was ai zction involve
ing actusl combat by airerait only, as f=® as this vessel wag con-
gsrped, and considering the s tratezic importance of the battle, it
is urzsd thet the swards recommended in kneclosure (C) be graunted,
In particular, the Commapding Officer feels that the conduot of
Torpedo Scuadron Eight, led by an indomitable Lguadron Coumander,
48 one of the most outstanding exhibitions of personal bravery snd
gallantry that has ever come to hls attentlon in the records of tha

past or prosent,



