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June 13, 1942

ensmy force at this time wams thousht to dear 3259 T,, distant 240
miles from lldway, and to consist of 2 BBs, 4 CAs, 1 OV and some
DDs. A%t 2004, having failed to sight eny za jor snaxy forse after -
sondusting a 315-mile seareh, the attack group attacked an eneny
CL or ID in a position 278 miles bearing 315° T, from the HORNLT
position at time of launohing, No direet hits were observed; it
is estizmated that 5 500-1b, Bombs landed within 100 feet of the
target, All planes returned with the exseption of one which land-
24 in the water near the ENTERFRISE é&ue to Tusl sxhaustiong
Ferscnnel were reooversd in & fine manner in the darinsss by the
AYLWIN, ost of the landines were made eftsr eonplete darimess
had set in, JFew of the pilote had previous nizht carrier iending
sxperisnce. 4ll planos returned with very 1i%tles zas; one plsne
landed, out of fuel, in our arrestiag gear. ( qealoiatsin

ik, Course 280° T., aspeed 15 was maintainea during the
night, the enemy having been reported to de heading slightly
south of west, prodably %o Jjoim the Southern Torsss, Ohortly
before sunrise NTEZRPRISE launched a reccanaissnce flizht %0 -
ssarch the area from 120° throuzh West to 3600 for a distance
of 200 miles, Contaot was made by the 21ilot in the ssction 230° -
240° 7,, the enemy bearing 2359 Tsp distant 150 nmiles from this
fcrss, The couteot Teport made by radlo asnd due to voice ervror '
the expression "HB® was heard as "CVv, Agoordingly, 1 GV was
reported to Commander Task Force 16, 7The pilot immediately ree
turnsd to base ané reported correctly 1 BB, 1 CAy 3 UD, by uessage
drop snd verbally, Cruisers were then ordered to gain and maine
tain contaot with their S0Cs, trsck the eneny and kesp the OTC
informed. It 13 conoceivable that, had this Provedure been fole
dowed ca the previous day, some enemy units which escaped mizght
Bot have been abls to do =0,

15, At 0957, cormenced launohing eir group of 26 V5B
and 8 V¥, The latter were ordered along in casme of previcusly
undetected alir opposition, They aided in ths attack by sffactive=
iy straffing destroysra. a4t 1150 the Alr Group sommensed its .
attaek on the enemy force whieh consistsd of 1 DBy 1 GA, #nd (> %)
3 DDs, 142 miles bearing 2350 ¥, from HORILT 1015 position,
Tesulting in the following: 2 1000-1b, Bomds and 1 500=1b, bond
en the B plus two 1000-1d, noar migses within 350 fast of 2B3

two 1000-1b, hits on a C4} one 500-1b, hit on the stern of a Db,
Four Y7 atraffsd one DD whish Frobably sustained heavy Jersonnel
“asualtisa on the Lridge and uppar works, OCne of HORNIT VB wes
apparontly hit and shot down by A4 T4i%e in thisz attssk, ALl
2ilots of this attack insist that the principal tarzet wes
dsfinitely a BB (probably KIKICHIMA olass) snd not a CA, All
Jlanes ¢xocopt the one shot down were r380versd at 1245 and 72armed.

82



