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these rzn out of gas and landed in the Lagoonm at ¥idway, ‘The

Panaining eleven were gassed, ordersd to astaok the enexy, and
return So HORNET if possible, They wers unable to loeate the

ensay and landed on boerd at 1727. _

6, Hone of Seouting 8 or Bombing 8 mede sontact with
the enemy on the above flight, After searching the preseribed
bearing the Squadroans turned south %o szearch in the dirsotion of
eneny advance, A3 it turned out, had they turned forth, contsect
wuld rrobahly have been made. This was dus %0 the fact that
when plenes took off, they ook course to intereept the enemy,
at that time reported headed on ocourse 140° %., speed 25 inots.
About one bour after the planes hed dsparted the sneny revsarsed
his course und started his retirsment, Na 414 no sak Pradie
silsnce %o Taport this to tha plsnes, Kone of Fighting 8 whioh
weat with the sttack group returned the ship., They remained
. with the VSB until forced to head for Midwey dus to laek of gas,

Five pilots have baen rescued; without information as to point
of rescue, Thay are assumed to hsve landed in the water on a
line running 320° 7, from idway, '

7 Zorpsdo 8, led by Lieutement Cormmader John C. Waldron,
UeS.H., was lost in 1ts entirety, This squadron flew at 100 knots
below the alouds while the remainder of the group flew at 110 imots,
elimbing to 19,000 feet, Licutsnant Commander Haldron, a highly
aggresalve offiocer, leading a well trained squadron, found his
target and ettacked., Attention is invited to Enclosures (C) asnd
(D) snd to reference (bd), This Squadron is dsserving of the hizhe
st honors for finding the snemy, pressing home its attack, withe
out fizhtser protsction and without diverting dive bomber attaocks
to draw the enemy fire, nsisn 0.H, 0ay, A=V(H), U.5,N.R., is
worthy of additicnal praise for making a torpede hit and for the
prosence of mind he showed in hiding under his zeat cushion;after
being shot down, for ssveral bours, thereby probadly saving his
cwn life and giving us an excellent eys-witness picture ef the

- damage ocaused by the attack cn the ensny carriers,
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g, Yery little was sean by this ship of the enemy attacks
on the TORETOWN., At 1410, enemy torpedo planes were Teported %o
8 attasking Task Forse 17, »hloh was elmost hull down on the
borizon $o0 the northwestward. lany snti-alroraft bursts wEre ¢lsar-
iy visible, and at l=ast 3 planes were ssen to fall in flspes,
IZsavy colurmms of dark smoke zcon rose fram the dirsetion of the
YORKTC.K, Commander Task Fores 17 =nd PORTLAXD slain languace
d@spatches pPaporting ths sir atteok ware interespted shortly
tharsafter., Uuring the attaok VF=-8 fizhtsrs shot Acwn thres gnomy
4eros =ad two dive bombers; one ¥Y¥-8 plane was shot dcwn, YORKTOWN
Planes were noted approashing shis shlp to land and ons gestion ja
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