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were veseived that Japanese bombers had bsen sightsd northwest
of Hidway. A% 1630, June 2, Task Foree 17 was sighted, The two
? foress remajined separated, but usually within visual contasct,
| Task Forece 16 remained in the visdnity of Point "Luek" until
¢ June- 3, Word having bssa recelved that the snemy main body had
been sizhted bearing’ 261° T., 700 miles from illdway, course wes
get %o *ha southwest,

g Je 1% wes at about this time that ssveral dsspatohes

;i+. were seat to the Task Force Commander im high command eiphers,

It is strongly recommended that oarriers De issued a ¢lass 5 sryptoe-

* graphic allowsneej these ships may well beccme separated during

; continuous air oporations and the sarrisr commanding officers
fequirs all avallabls information. The recelipt of this informge
zien w#ill obviate the necsasity for a large part of the visual
traffio so difficult to deliver by semaphors irom the Task ?area

. Lommander %o the garriers.

THRE b, The first indiecation of the possidle lcsation of
o#¥88r cnemy force was received at 0810, June 4, in CinCPaC -
041507 whioch reported the sgighting of a a2eaplane bearing 320° 7,,
108 zdles from Eidway, Two nminutes leter came a report of zany
plaxes in the same vioinity, end 14 minutes later another of 2
ensmy CV on the sanme bearing, distance 180 milea, The ship was -

] eallsu to Ceneral Qﬂarters, an& remained in that canditian until

aftsr dark,

\

5. At 0900 {2ll times given hsrearzer are ns plus 10)

1 sozmenced launehing the Alr Group for attack) Vi3 lc d with—

, 500-1b, bombs, VIB with torpedoes and VB with ¥,C, axamition only,

o The objective, ensmy carriers, was calcoulated to be 155 miles :
distent, bearing 239° P, from this Task Force} one division of 10
¥, Sguadron Commander (Lieutenant Commander 8,0, Eitohell, U.8.K.)
in chargs, was sent with 25 V2B and 15 Vi3, to afford fizhter proe-
testion, Deferred departure was used, A conabat air patrol had
been maintelined since ond half hour befors sunrise, in unfortune
ate serologicsl feature of the &ay's action was the fact that the
wind was light {about 4 kmots} and dirsotly sway from the snemy}
avsery time the combst patrol was relisved, or a focreed landing
¥as rscovered, oub attack planss had & longer run baok to the ship,
snd ia roaged tie diseaxas Lstween this foree snd the snemy, 2o
troen—ihie—Sepse—2nd—tro-eneny Between 1320 end 2100, lsumebing
and *ascvery cnarati”ns %99 being conductsd sl=most aanzinuaualy

A &n a gusnerally saateziy heading snd at high apeed. The Vo3 roturne

24 f23§ the =zezareh in sroups, Ssouting & and Gemmaaéar HORHET alr
Group togethsr. One ssction of Dombing 8 rsturned slone. Thirtesen
planes of Bormbing 8 landed at Xidway due to lask of zasy two of
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