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AMNOUNCER

This is Jim Vahl Speaking from Honolulu Hawall. This .
ufternnon we are pr1v1leged to bring you an epic of the Battle
of Kidway that could not be told until aow -é.astoundiﬂg stories

of courage, res sourcefulness anpd tenaclty whlch contrlbuted much

(&)

the smashing defeat of the Japanese invasion forces launched
8t America's Pacific outpost on June 3 ang Le Beside Ile in the
5tudio are some of the young men who flew the Fleet's patrol

bombers. They saw the enemy rirst under dramaulc clrcumstances.
~.ater they struck at him in one of the boldest most skilfully-

|nce1ved blovs in naval history, Ang when he fleu they contlnuec

Yor hours and dﬂYQ despite foul weathep aild the wearlness that |

somes from waging modern aero-amphlblous warfare, to camh the
svrface of the ocean lest'he return for a lést; desper&te_?loﬁ at | ¥
licdway. To 1ntroduce these brave flvers to you, ﬁe have Caﬁtaln -
Logan Ramsey, United States Havy, who dlrected th opclatlons of

ull aircraft pPlying from midway durlng the battle. Hergéployed

“lS planes over an arena encompass1ng a halfsmillion sguare ' ]

diles. Come in, Captain Ramsey,

1

RALISEY
I skall not oceupy nuch of the tlme alloted us, because these
young officers have the ‘real stcrlas _of the patrol planes, My_ﬁf
own Job was to coordinate and direct tae ;aerial forces of ﬁhe
<L, Lavy, and llarine Corps based at liidway on June 3 in
"écordance with the orders of Captain Cyril T, Simard; senior

rificer at lidway, 7 .

kistory that units of all three services have gone into action |
ulmultaneoualy aralnsts an enemy in obedience to the orders of ‘049?0
unified comuand, They functioned magnificently, The account

T the Nuvy S patrol bombers had to be saved until now




' el
secause the men who fly them have been thoroughly occupied until very recently.

.. .2n the smoke of battle cleared, their work did not end. Besides pushing thei-
~ong-range searches, they had the arducus task of combing the vast ocean area
Zor surviveors, That's a brave story ia itself. Beside me is Comdr. Massie
Hughes, of Salma, Ala., who acted as the patrol plane group commander in a manner
célculated to inspire his juniors, lie was ably assisted by Lt.Comdr. Bob Brixner,
of Piedmont, Calif,, who directed one group?mrﬂ:ﬁl you give your slant an
the battle?
HUGHES

OQur job is to serve as the eyes of the Fleet. In fair weather and foul -
we had both at Midway during that terrific week —- we must deliver to the offices
who direct the farflung operations prompt, accurate information that sets in
motion great forces to oppose the enemy, I think we succeeded in this task on .
June 3 and 4. And here I'd like to introduce Bob Brixner.

BRIXIER
. Thank you Comnander,

b} £ o .

h‘eﬁhwewb—a-}:wrg—s-p}enézdl-y. Bt the ea:-ég up there —— flying —- did what I con-
sider the major part of the job. For axample, the officer whom I shall now in-
vroduce provided the sort of information Commander Hughes mentioned. He gave
it at a moment when the action had not yot been joined -- and vhen the news he
gave to our leaders at Midway and Pearl Harbor very probably tlpped ‘the bala;ce
OUR way hours before the first bomb fell, He is Ensign Jack Reid, of Paduczh,

hentucky. Jack —— will you tell your story?

© REID _
I?m»marniﬂgggkidane 3 began-3ike all the-ether-mermings had-since Decemher
2> Ve took off before dawn. Qur-plane headed westward on-ite—assiznod—search

sector, functiommy pertectlyy—wiih the conlrils set to the-automatie—pilet,
Hours passed. With binoculars, I was peering through the light haze that hung
over the Pacific., Suddenly I saw them. Dark cbjects on the horizon — maybe
“hirty miles distant snd dead ahead. It was what we'd been seeking for six

onths = the Jap Fleet! That was a moment I'll never forgst., But to be sure,

-~ turned to Hazdeman,- My Cevp }o o W ’l/



_,/ﬁg you see what I see?" He toéi?lhe glasses. Then he said quieti:
“Yoqufmned right I do." We moved closer. Like miniatures on a
backyara pond, there they were. Steaming along calmly in column. 1
:0tinated eipht large ships -- later changed mr count to eleven,
There actually wers Seventeen, as T discovereqd finally, plus a con-
Siderable sereening forece. We coded a quick message that vie'd macde
contact.

ANNOUNCER

That~WASHa,preuiew_oﬁ—his%cryt‘—HEd‘thsmenem}~Spotted“you?

REED

U&ﬁ‘Jlmw_‘dD L —then——eor—Fater Inr-ell;-we- made three passes

,y—fhem-—Ic—waﬂ—cniﬁh?oexnlaln—hy_that t1me*-— ther varg heading
dire etly—feor-Midway— We- counted-batt leshlpsT_heavv eruisers—ang
Uﬁaﬂsaorth—-Threttleﬂ-dc,n‘+we—dog:ed_th,ir—trall v-Watching their
Whlfe‘?E?ES_"Wg;gfaVEd*W1 th—them-several hours._
BRIZER
Maxr pumtwﬂh&gmmﬁmf’_ﬁﬁﬁﬁ?_Tﬁﬁ
AIMTOUNCER
Ye85Bob-
BRTZOER
All this hannened on the morninz of the third, Reed's infor-
mation pgave Midwar almost twenty-four hours to prenare for'what

Tolloved. Best of all, his patrol plane found the énemy, reported

ct

“hem, figzured their course -- and eased out of sight without having
“23n seen by the eneny. Thet's whyv the surprise backfireq ab-the
Twesmy. Well, that night a daring Stratagem was Evolved. Tt was g
dnzen-to-one shot. We askeq for volunteers -- and everybedy wanted
%0 go. The Tact that Lieutenant Bi11 Richards, or Collingswood,
New Jersey, is standing beside me at this moment is vretty good
svidence of the mission'g Success. Bill, describe your torpedo
attack that nicht,
RTICHARDS

Yes, sir! vyou See, making a torpedo attack at night with patrol
rlanes is Something new. TFew of us had even practiceq it. 3But when
'0rd came from Jack Reid that dozen large ships were heading for
ddway, it lookpd like our big chancz. e took four flying boats,
loaded in the torpedoes, and headgd west, hours_before ridnisht, FZE%(;B

" boat took the lead. Behind rce, in foermation, care Lieutenant




~oug Davisg, Ensign Garlord Propsgj.;nd Ensign Allan Rothenberg., -
ALL got back safely. Here's Propst and Rothenberg to say Hello. Yo
:irst; Gaylord =-
PROPST
Thanks, Bill, Hello! I'm darned glad to be here!
RICHARDS
And now, Allan.
ROTHINBERG
I'1l secornd Caylord's sentiment! Hsllo}
_ RICHARDS
Gicay, fellows.‘ Mirst thing we knew, we were driving into
“zd weather. What had begun as a night fnerely as black as the insic.

of a coal nine, got reelly dark. We gseparated -- and Allan, here,
2ever did find us apain. He had to attack by hinmself, Luckily we
broke into the clear apain as we neared our targets. From about ei-~
miles, as we literally erept toward them at high altitude, ve sam
the Jap formation. There were ten or twelve largs ships, all right,
steaming along as unconcerned as geese, Two columns of them -- hell.
‘znt for Midway, I cave the high-sign at precisely cne-thirty a.m.
5 started down. Each of us picked a nice, fat objective. lline was
7hc biggest shin in the eneny foree -- what I thouzht was a carfier,
#: less than a thousand yards T iggggg av tin fish. Then‘I shoved
~orvard the throttle and nulled un over the Jan'z stern, For the fir
tire, we saw'that;dt wasn't a carrisr at all -- but a big transport
filled with tghodps,
ANNOUNGCER
Did your torpnedo hit home?
RIZEARDS

Right on the buttont Ky rear-gunner renorted heavy exnlosions &
> moved away. Propst, hers, flew in second position‘in our three-
plane formation. Tell them about it, Garlord.

FROP3T

The Japs were just waking up from their Surprise wvhen ny plane

started in. I'd selected a transport, too, and cot a hit. As we
ung away, the sky began to light up like Coner Island on the

irth of July. lk

ot



ooy s altl-alireralt fire had apened un. e caurht some
~stumel, and Davig got a lot., But we all got avay in fins shape,

even Allan, who tacklegd the whole mess alone,

EUGILs
That's the end of Story Huuber Two aside frﬁm Propst's foreced
landing when he ran out of gas, He was picked up thraee days later,
vumber Three concerns Licutenant Howerd Ady, of San Antonio; Texas,
uné Licutenatn Bill Chase; of Altoona, Pa,, who used their

fifteen-ton flying_boats to play hide-and-scek with the Japs on

e -
e i

%Eé-morning o% June 4 -=- and acquirc. information that nay well
have decided tho coﬁrse of the bat:ile,. They found the enemy's
carrier striking Torce aiming at Micdway from the north. Ady wes
thte first to sicht the carriers while Chasc saw the mass flight of

7&ap »lancs heeding for the islana, Howard, you tell the story.

ADY 7
“Ie were doing the Musual”, just at dawn that morning, when
vi¢ haniened to sight a twin-float scaplane whistling along on a
onposite coursc from ours, about 120 miles Trom Hidway. Ho

Gidan't sce us, /o kuew then that the Japs must be darnca close.

3

+4CY Were,—7c buclied through intermittent rainsqualls for ancthor
tiirty minutes, flying protty low —- whaﬁ W& ran smacii_into that
Jap carrier fleet, It as lilke watching a curtain risc oﬂ the

. alse
biggest show in our lives, You Sceyp the cnemey wasﬂomcrging fro
bgg bad-weathur "frogt", @». Two carriers, two hattloships,
‘eruisers, destroyers, A magnificent sight! e slinped baek into
the cunulus elouds ang throttled dovn. Then wo skirted their flank
&nd nicked thenm up from the rcar. Lidway lay less than two

“undred miles away -- and they werc -steaning straignt at it!

= _ AIITOUNCER

Jere theso the carricrs whoso nlancs attacked that island, Howarge

ADY
They were., They were just bout to denloy into formation for
launnching the Tighters and bombers thet Bill Chaso sow a four
_inutes lator, Big gujs, they were. The 1LicA and ATZAGT —-
Llch not long afterward took a Pesting from the Arny, Navy; and
£rines, and gdfgggg for thai;_péigs. Beching thém camc a third

tTTAeT of the SO clacs. T @814 knew it then,  "1s11 oo

a
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B>t off a hurry-up code messape giving thoir course, speed, becaring

ond Jistance from lidway,

) VAI'IEI'OUI'TCZJR
W‘E{.M&_&%&{;#F SIDEY 4640100 Me, 31y mre_
' ADY
\qur ratrol had hardly beogun, Jim, Leaving tho Japs; We
continu;;\;B}t At about 250 miles from idway 'mrTEEHg/;gr
sccond twin—fl:;;\ggaﬁlane. Only this aﬁ?fag;’:;:se-aboard.
Licutenant Hauricq Smith; ny 1Qilot; said, "Lets' zo cet himtw
tnd I said; "Okay, Snw?Ty, lsaﬂs::\\ﬁ;”ortunately he becat it into
the clouds; fagfor than we could travji\jr\ﬁn that's the last we
Me. Bl He peosensy - d\
win. 8 h

saw of - ad fifty rounds of our machinegun dbullcts to spced

5 -~ '

goe i) along, £

.
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BRIZOER 7 .

Now we come to tho last of this épic;‘ Fof most of the Fleet
the.Battle of Liidway cnded on Junoc 6 when the Japs fled northwcet,
If anybody deserved a rest; it was tho pilots of the natrol
'5quadféﬁé; ﬁho had-fiown night and day with lﬁttlc rest, fourteen

hours at a . strctch. But they didn't gut that rest. Comnandsr

-

Hnghes will tell you why.
IIUGH:S5

Here's why, Bob: the battle; moving north and west;
left behing it &.sca literally filled vith rubber life-rafts, Somc
contained survivors, Ilany were enpty. e know than that our final
job would be to Swecp that vast arca for pilots forced down in thc
action. Dog—tifed from their 15n¢ period of patrolling -- and the
strain of the battle itsSglf - Bur‘boys turned to again. The last
> them got back only a few days ago. Licutcnant lorn Brady of
Canborn, Iowa, pgot this exdcting assignnent: "Go out 390 pilcs on
course so-and-so. A patrol plane has bocen shot down there Torty-
¢ight hours ago. You will obscrve the weather on your way out;
rarticularly the vwind direction, and malke your scarch plan on thu

8pot. Look for

’
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“a yellow rubber-boat with survivors. Bring them bagk * Norm dia,

bring'fhem back. Ones or the four survivors of the ten officers ar’

=

men who had been in that plane will tell you his movinzg story. He:

of Portlang, Oreron.

-  FULGTM

Thank you, Commander. 0On the morning of.June 4, e were
Scouting the Jap occupation force which hag been reported aiming -
 Midway. Ve founa it about 6:30 a.m., fifteen miles off our star-
board bow, Vs saw four or five cruisers, a lot of destroyers arg
sone iarger Ships just visible on the horizon, v closed in., fThg
enemy.&estroyers started throwing anti-aireraft fire at us, so we
vent into a cloudbank, T mannéd our bow-gun, Przttr soon three
Jap airecrart swuny at us from different directions., Tuo took div-
erzing courses and raked us aft. The thirgd Zoored up toward our
. DoV =~ and on his second nass T brouzht by gun to bear, T nanaregd
to gat.some long bursts or tracer-fire into him. This ¥illed his
machine-gunner, So I finishea Wy can of ammunition by Spraying the
forward part of the Jap plane. At iast accounts he was hoading rox
the ﬁé%ef -- out of coﬁtrcl. -

WARL 7__ Tr o
.How Was your own plane t aking all this; Philip?
FULGEUM
e were getting hit prétty kari. - The heavily-armeqd Japs on

our tail managed tq get sone cannon-fire into one of our fuel

~

tanks, ang gasoline poured throuzh the ship. Suddenly, it igniteq. =

We'd been trying to escape the Japs by entering the clouds at less
than 1000 feet, but kagn't been very Successful, Vbll; I fipured
1t vas tihme for me to loave 7y position in the nose. T gauw that
‘our co=-pilot wag dead. The piiot was still trying to fly the planc
Sven though he'd been badly wounded, Then he said our aileron
controls had hoen shot away, 176 were starting down ip a pretty
Steep glide when I managed to climb back intolthe Ravipgation comlpart
nent -- only to find the whole interior of the ship a mags of flancs
ANITOUIIRER
That wés a desperate predicament, Philip. vhat gig Yyou do%

/\

V«»“\s"



I did what I conld.
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Lisutencnt Brady's patrel picksad us up. Ther toclt us back to !Mid—a-
And then ve wint to had,
ATTNOUIIZ ST

Thank vou, gentlsien -- all of ocu. This has heen .an alstctantch iy
firsthend account of a nart eof ths 3astle of IAdway about whiel
little has bezen ¥novn until nov.,  Vaou havs eard Srom the airnen
“lo cperate the "eres of the Fleat” -- the bifm setral rlanes. Thai

-2 an epic that Americz von't soon for-et. This is Jin Y ey éf%
vroings won now FRE Pﬁd}



