CONFIDENTlAL CONFIDENTIAL

CONF IVBN. 222
25 bunkers for emall planes.

¥e looked to the sandbeg c1it trenches to protect per<

sonnel, and we tried to improve the camouflage of our dugout 3
guarters sO they wouldn't be 80 gpperent. PR
s well of 8 to 10 feet <%>{b

: The poweT house w&s protected by 2>
of sand with & ~pibbing sround 1t, ond up to the top of the ridge PR
of the roof. There was DO protection overhead for 2 direct bomb %

hit.

we distributed 1n various dumps on the islend, about

1200 barrels of gasoline in steel drums.

we increased the mumber of re-arming pits, in which

tne gun emmnition and bombs of various classes for

we hed mech
sEp's and

+the various types of aircraft, from fighters to the
B-17's and depth bombs for anti-submerine petrols.

The waler situation was not good. Rations weTre brought
up to sufficient to 1est for ten days, from sen Island, end
rgtions were aistributed to centrally located points

emergency
1e could geb to them in emall groupS.

where peop

The Medical Department established dressing staetions,

first-aid stations, end distributed de-comtaminating nateriel,

in case of & chemical attacke. There WeSs insufficient aboard o

aistribute 1t widely, so W€ put it at dressing stetions SO that
e decontamination of personnel

the corpsmen could supervise th
their outer garments, and provide soap and water.

1n addition to aviation which 1 have been +alking about,
there was on the islend gbout helf of the Sixth Defense Battellon.
They hed recently been reinforced with an extra three-inch gun
battery, Some 20 mn anti—aircraft, some 37 @R anti-aircraft.

There was 8180 staetioned on the islend one Msrine ralder company,

the outfit that later raicded Mekin in the Gilberts.

The bombing gttack on Fastern Islend was comparatively
1ight. There were fourteen bomb holes on the island. The one
that did the most GEMEge 1ended in the miadle of the power house
and made scrap-iron out of our water distillation plant. In thet
same building were the electric generators. The bomb seb the
building on fire, &nd the fuel inside of it. So we jmmediately

were withoub povwer, eleciric ourrent, end OUT source of water was
gone. e hed & nunmber of auxiliery generatore of various sizes
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