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The torpedo planes received rough tregtment at the hands

of the J&p fighters. Ygg'gll_pggygp}y Ymow thet only one of the

TBF's got back. 14 was badly shot up. TWO :§ET§m§6€“EEEE'éﬂEW”
they were 1ikewise in bad shape. The tyo B-26's and the TBF £1l

made crash 1andingsSe. Cpe wheel or & noss wheel wouldn't comé downe.
They &1l got eway with it nicelye.

Prior to June 4th & squacron of PBY-54's hed, of course,
been patrolling end searching. They had, 8 day prioT, sighted
the screen of the enemy task forcee.

The B-17's, OB the 3rd of June, nade & bombing attack
on the &pproachﬁng Jap formetion. On the Tifth, the use of the
B-17's becene sncreesingly heavy &as the retiring Jepanese fleet gob
farther eway from Midway, teyond the reach of the dive bombers we
hed left, which wes eight or nine. 0f course, We used the B-17's
and the PRY's %o work on them a8 they retired.

The last nission Marine sireraft went on against the
as on the morning of the fifth. Our remeining dive
to ettack & Jepanese batilggbip that

i ect as fast 88 she could g0 <

about 15 xnots. They had no yrouble 10cating the nettleshipe
stresk of oil stream=~

e aﬁd trailed it ri nt up to the ship.

They went 1n, opposed by nothing but anti-aircraft fire, Ve lost

one plsne, pilot gnd Tear.gunnery in that attack. hecording to
at the side.

we_got one_hit, sith another Very q}gggﬂg}ssﬂfp"f/'_ﬂw
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Japanese W
bombers were sent out

Prior 1o +he 4th of June +here had been considerable in-

tensive proparation in expectation of an attack against ¥idwaye.
Then we gob information of what we were UpP against,i@ seemed thgl—
; m.had._,a,;ainion things_to do and no time to dQ VRZ n in, __The re<
4, was that ¥e workgdanlggﬁjgnﬁfaézeiﬁu5t~shQﬁ}lgg,ﬁgg“pg}§§V

yhere people would be 100 egbgpsteddggwgggg_ggft in the defense.

Along the edges of +he runway there gere built a mnber
of bunkers for sirplenes. Twelve of them were leTge enough to
tgke PBI's oT B-17's. Their floors were about wo feel below

the normel surfece. gand had been pushed up gnd more edded by
carrying it from the beach until on trree sides of them there

The planes were pulled back in there

nst strafing or from bomb
splinters. we constructed @s meny bunkers as we had room for, to
handle girplanes UP to the size of the TEF or 8D, We didn't
attempt O make any more big ones because thab is & 10DE task
where you have SO mch sand to carry.. Ve scooped out some 24 or
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