- CONFIDENTIAL CONFIDENTIAL

Q. Did the shore-based aircraft reach the enemy before

eny of our carrier gircraft?
That's my understanding of it.

e

5 Thet is your explanstion for the fect that the cerrier @ ‘};,
striking force reported thaet the enemy carriers Were undanaged? Q;QQa
A, TWhether they contacted the same cerriers thel we did Ko
or not, 1 don't know. There were more cerriers in the area than 79
the Marines went after. As to damage 4o the Jap carriers by our
chore-based borbers,-£11 I heve to_go on is the reportsiofwhitsyw--

_vqrrgear”misses thet the survivors brought back, atterpting to
}_4ﬁaekrcut enything reasqngblyrdoubtful. 1 believe owr cleim was—
" two hits on one carrier and one on the otheT. -

coMENT:  They were the same carriers. A11 were opereting
gircraft when later attacked by our cerrier groupsSe Repairs
apparently had been nade by the Japs, &80y fires wWere out.

has been repeatedly demonstrated that carrier damage is very
gifficult +o see OT estimate from +he air.

Q. Did you s&y you'd hed some previous treining in fighter
girector?

A, Yes, the training was almost deily. To start with
g1l we knew about the fighter director was what we had reed in
intelligence reports. Ve set Up what equipment e red and woTk
14 out by trial and error in practice. 1 arrived st ¥idway on
the 17th of tpril. Frior to thet tioe Colonel Wellace vas theree.
Long before o errivel they hed sterted this system. They kept
training and working, trying 4o reduce the time of teke off,
the time of getting together. The planes would follow the radio -
{nstructions and would intercept, 88 practice, eny planes that
came out, cuch as PBY's from Honolulu. They were in what 1 con<
gider & Very high state of training. It was & crecker-jack g0

fighter squedron.

Qs Yore the runways long enough for the B-17's?

A, 1 never saw BOY of them have 807 trouble, either
getting off or getting on. The longest runway there 1g 5400 feet.
{ gidn't see 81 coming back with a full load of gasoline and
bombs, but 1 sav them getting off with a full load.

Ff Q. 1s thet long TUnVEY 1nto the wind?
A, Between 70 snd 80 percent.of the time. The wind, I
believe, veried from sbout 12 to 18 or 20 xnots. Ususlly heve

i a feirly decent breezeé.



