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| Was a Feint.

‘Washington, D, C. June 7—The
sfrength of the Japanese forges with
whleh the American navy I battiing
.| somewhere west of Midway Island
In what iz believed {0 be the great-
est naval bzitle of the war, was wel
known In American neval circies sev-
;1 exal dayz before the baltle hegamn, Io
fiable sources in the naval inteill
gence disclosed bere  lonight.

_ 1 °The navy lesrned of the gathering
—- | of the powerful Japanese uniis soon
after they put forth from their bases,
it was sald, Altho their purpose was
1 not specifically known, the informa-

-1 ment was so deflnite ihat & falnt af
‘i gome American base, to be accom-
panied- by = serious effort tc Invade

P Land- octupy sm:thgr b,ase, owas pre-}
dlctgd.:cneus.wm svet made that
Dutch .Harbor and Mlﬂway Jsland

might be targels.
. The ndvance informatlon enabled

of air atiacks on the =approaching
Japanese ships, turning the struggle
 into =n air batile along™the modern
{ fines of paval warfare 30 often pre-
dicted In Tribune editorials.

It was known that the Japanese
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1hls war—was broken Inio three sec

# support force, snd finally sn occu-
pation fleet.

Peart Harhor Was to Be Nexb

It was spparent lo Adm. Chester
Sfqedimitz = sirategists in Hawall
that tm _._gi.pt would probably be
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ISTRIKE AT SEA

|{Knew Dutch Harbér' ’

tion In the hends of the navy depari:|

ihe Amerlcan navy (o make full use

fleet—the most powerful yet used inj

tions: First, & striking force; nextj
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‘made By the supporting force, the

terulaers—ihs Chokas, Myoko, Chitnre,

ap . Tribuoe.

JUNE 7, 1942

resl blow struck by the striking
flont, with the oceupation force
stending by, ready ta land {roops ag)
sogn s defenses were hroken down.

Had the altack on MMidway been
successfunl, Pearl Harbor zrd the
Hawsillan Islands would have been
the next point of attack, naval authar-
ftiex feal sure, ]

The various forces were made up|
apgroximateiy as lollows, according
ip mavy information here:

THE STRIKING FORCE: Four afr-
erftfl earrlers, the Akmga and Kagn
of 26,806 ions each, and the Hiryu
angd Sorye of 10,000 tops each; 2
baitleships of the Kirishime cigss-—
25,500 tens with I4 inch guns; 2
erulsers of the Tone claxs—new 8.500
Inn 6.1 inch gun ships; 12 dostroyers,

HAupport Forge Y.inied,

THE SUPPORT FORCE: One sﬁr-
eraft carvier of the Rywzve class, |
7300 tons; 2 Kirishime class haftle.
ships; 4 new 8500 ton crulserz of
the Mogoml clase. including the Mo-
paml, Mikume, Suzeyn, and Kumnano

—yil® ang of 61 inch callber;
1 lig: 2 30 destroyers. -
Tr .- YPATIOIN FORCE: Four

sng Chodn, o)l belleved of 8500 tons
with maln batierles of 81 lnch gins;
2 grmored- transports of the Huni-
kisima Maru class—converted liners)
3 to & troopshlps: 8 fe 12 supply vos.
sele; 12 destroyers: 10 sunmarinea,
Wl Informed as It was _ the nnvy
was on ihe alert far the first move-
menis of thls force. When it moved
all American outposts were warned.
Trutelr Harbor & Felnt

American naval dispositions were
made in preparation for the varfous
possible ottacks the Japs wers be-
tleved to he planning.

Up to this fime the Japanese had
not committed themselves o any
sctlon. They were still In position to
{urn thelr renl threst agalast clther
Dutch Harthor or Midway. By last
Tuesday the Americans were able to
conclude that a feint was to be made
at Dutch Harbon ; ;
Meanwhile preperations among sll
svailable American forees fn the vicin
ity of Midway were belng rushed in
thie hope of striking o telling blow
against the Japs. The wisdom of this
course begame spperent on Wednes-
dry whon the feint was made In the{
form of nir ralds on Dutch Harbor.
The same day the fleets’ in the Mid-
way area commoenced thelr now his-

toric battle,
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