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I was the pilot of 3~T=J, =¥ redionan =md gunner
was Dhﬂ.ld.zraf"hﬂfju.

Our equadron led by Lt-Cdr. Massey Took off frox the
Yorktown &t approxamately 1045. TUpon Joiniag uwp the sguadron
procesded 1n company with eix FUFli's on a heasding of 235 true.

A% 1200 a large colzmn of smoke was seen =bout 200 off
pur starboard bow, Sistence about 30 millea, The sguadron
immediziely turned in that direction, 4As we drew closer To
the enemy Dore emoke was cbserved over g wide area. We reached
the outer screen of the enezy at about 1225 at 2500 ftv., the
outer sercen being about 16 to 15 mileg from the aprriers
Themgelves,

We were attacked by enemy fighters Just before reaching
he enn:i‘; outer screen. The sguadron Imaediately lost altltude
to 100 ft. and below. At thie time the =quadron was 1n a
2 dlvision atacked down formation with three plenes to a
section, 8lx planés to a diviasion. We were ilmmedlately sub-
Jected to heavy concentrated AA and fighter attacka. They
were approxametely =ix enemy fighters to every sectlon of our
torpedo planes. From what I could see Jap fighters dleregarded
our own fighters and concentrated on our torpedo planes. They
definitely dlsregarded there own A4 fire, It seemed that ne
matter how close we we=# to the weter they etill dove mder us,
Upen completion of thelr firlng rn. Our section, the lead
sectlion oanaged %o get Bhr there protecting screen to &

posttion where we could plek eut a target to make a »un on 1t.



At this point oy elevator conirols were shot away, my plane
immediately went into & eteep glide, Upan seeing I was golng

to crash into the water I relessed my torpede. After relesslng
the torpedo I wee =zble to bring the nose of the plene up and
kcep 1% up by using the teb control. After gettingeonirol

of the plane I stayed with the other $wo plenes in the section.
Hopln-to aid them in fighting off the Jep fighters. The squadron
commander was immedliaXely hit and went down in flemes with ho
hope off anybody surviving. Fo. 2 planeg flown by CAF Esders wase
still &ntact. Upon seeing Eim head for a run on & carrier I
turned Horth to get awaey from the enemy fleet. I was immediatley
set upon by two Jap fighters and under heavy AA fire. I took
ten minutes to get thru the AA fire, 1 encountered CAP Esders
sheasd of me under attack by Jap fightere. We both flew in the
genergl direction of Rorth for 5 minutes unéer ceontlnoug attack
by fightera before they etopped their atteck. As soon as we

were glear of everything we hesded back to our own carrier.

After shaking the figheere off and proceeding on & heading
to intercept the Yorktown, I took an inventory of the damage
of my plane.

There wee a very bad oll leak In the  lower peart of the
engine. The cylinder head temperature geuge wes not working.
The eagine would only cne at Z100 RPN and with the mixture
eontrol set on Hiek. There wae no elevitor control with the

gtiel, The »adles recelver sand tronemitier gnd gleo the ZB recelver

were not working. The Aldle lamp was slso shattered, The

free gun had jammed during the Tight. Childere, ARM3e, oy



_L“:-
gunner used his U5 sutomatie during the ten minutes of the

attagk,

Chiidera was hlT 1n the right ankle cansing z compound
fracture of same. He received two hite in his left leg above
the knwe, no bones broken in that 1&1#

I arrived at the Yorktown at about 1425, eircled
1t twice znd saw there was no chance of getilng abpard. 5o
I proceeded over the the Enterprise. I stteapted to land sboard,
but dlascovered I 414 not have enough teb control on the slevator
to keep the neose up. The landing aprrosch was started aft of
the carrler at about 500 feet. There was not enought power
left and with 10 pound oll pressurd to make a stand nﬁd
approach, 8o I ;i;i;; in the water ghead and to the starboard
of the esrrier alongelde the Destroyer U.S5.5. Monaghan. The
time of landing was 1510.

My gunner and aysel? were immedistley plocked up by the
destroyer. S . .
No %torpedo hits were observed by =yself. Things were

happening to Tast un&I W2 not at sufficient sltitude to get

a oclear micture of the Jepznese fleet dispoeition. From what I
observed from the glde we made iﬁrlttaﬂ%.iznm $hey arpeared

0 have En-tﬂzi seroen ol destiraoyeérs about 15 milés radins fro=
the cgrrierg. Inelde the destroyers screen were light cruiaeru;
4nd then heavy ¢rulsers. In what appeared to be an area of about
five miles diamater in the center of Hh;ﬂh were Jap earrlers snd

destroyers. Thers were four carriers in columnse of two. It

eppes=ed that the carrlers caneuvered st top epeed inside the



protecting sceen while the protecting screene themselves appeared
to have little &;; any way undex,

The attack from the Jap fighters kept the torpedo planes
from dodoing the AL fire and pieklng cut the gulckest and safest
spprosch to the enemy carriers.

OJur plenes were %oo slow and 414 not have encugh fire

power, NoWRwere there enough of our own fighters fer protectlon.
Lk 2am S22 Foadrd 7T ad xR = P { = F Aide

Too ouch time 1a wasted end the torpedo ﬁinn- is under
fire %o long a time in attempting to get ln a postlon S0 come In
on the bow of the target.

The enemy willl keep turfilnz so as to have hisg stern toward
the torpedo plane =t all timea., Iwould suggest that the torpedo
planes would diwxtxy deploy at suffilelent altitude (6000-8000ft)
g0 B8 to have the sgquedron ap’li up inte twe dlvielons each
divislon in a single plene line. 30°% dn the enemy cide bow or
sterm. ¥hen both divisions are in a position %o cover 1807 of the
targets bow, side or gterm, end the entire sguadron in a single
plane peml=cirdie. Each plane !r"_l]-.::.'t:!"n ;ﬁm”r -
snd go in at & steep glide withx at le=st 100 knots abowe the tor-
peds droping speed. The plane should level off, mmx close To the
water jJust farxk enoughx from the terget to engble the plane to
slow down enough %o reach the torpedo dropping speed at the ;

A

dropping point.

From what I ebserved durlng the bettle, I belleve the
following ehould be required to perform & successful tprpedo

ettack. i




The essentizl regulrement sheould be speed, and then
auFficlent Fires power o r&?el a flghter attack., The eneamy
fleet should be approeched 2t sufflcient gltitude to enable
the topredo pilot to get & clesr pleture of the Jep fleet
dispoation te enablie him to take the hest attack course. Also
sufficlent sltitude wlll ailow the torpedo plane to come inat a3
gteep glide so0 &8 to enAble the plene to heve mulfficlent apsed
to0 gerry him goroes the eneny protecilng soreen.

The torpeds 1teelf sheould e of the high epesd dropping
type. It should arm ltgelf within 200 feet =fter entering the
water,

Abore =11 apeed le required to get the torpedo pleane
thru the enemy protecting eme screen, Whether 1t be surface

ghire or fighftere.
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