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i FVB.3/A16,.0nn . BOMBING sQUAIRON THRX®,
1

June 10, 194z
. DEGEASSIFIFD
| From; - Commandey,, Bombing Squadron THRER,
To COmandin: Offioex, Uog o KNTERPRISE,
Via ; Commander, ENTRAPRIBE Al Sroup,
" 3ubject; Report of Action - fenod 4 June 1942 to
- 8 June 1943, inolusive,
Referenge: (a) vu.s, Havy Rognlationa. Article 712,

A. First agy, 4 June, 1942 Firat phase; Bombing Squadron

THRZE, oomp’os’ed of s;vante;n SHD=3 angd s34 type airplunes, was

launched from the v,3,g, YORKTOWN at 3100 LzZr (Plus 10) In

company with VI-3, Lt-0ar, L.XR, Massoy, USN, ana VF-3, Ltecar.
3

Long."179-00 W,  rhe "1sibility wms excellant, eelling unlimitea
with scattered clouds at 3,000 fte The zea was calm with 11ttle
Or no wind, Bombing Squadron THRER's tactical Oorganization was

First Division - :
3-8-1vLt-car, N.F. Lesllg pomroaion VGALLAGEER, W.R., imgo

: S=B~2V/Lt(Jg) P, Holmberg v~ VLA PLANT, G.A,,  Aemo
: 3-8-3 VEnsign ply’ Sohlege} vstmopszm!x._ T.4., ARMBe
: 3-B4 VEnsign R.X. Campbeyy v’ YCRATG, H.K., ange
3-B-ﬁfmmiign A.W. Bamdopv — -~ “VGODVRIY, J.V., ARDo
3~B~6 VEnsign R.H. Benson v’ . VBERGERON, I.P., aRMSo _

Seoond Divigs '
S-B-'I\/Lt(Jg) G.A, Sherwood v 5§kﬂm1. H,D., ARMEo
9~3-8 vEnsign R, y. Isaman v - v WEAVER, 8.K., ARM3o

3-B~9V Ensign p.y. Cobby v ZAERSHEAD, G.E., Ao
3-B-10vit, 1.3, Bottomley, g,V v JoEmsoR, D.F., AlZo
3-B-11vEnsign ¢,g, Lane vHENNIMG, J.3.. ARLZo
. S-B-12vEnsign J.c. Butler,/ Y BERG, D.D., ¢
f ' Diviston
3-B=13YLt. D.w. Shumemy g O0NB, R.E., iARflo
S-B~-14vEnsign R\, Klder v’ v TILL, L.A., RAGo
S-B~15vEnsign B.R, Cooner v’ v BasggTT, c.ix.. AQZc
3-B-16’€t(33) 0.B miémn/ ' vDAWN, G.U,, ARXGe
3-B-17vEueign N 4. Merrn1ly” v BERGFROR, D.J., ARM3o0
| -1~ i
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Report or Action -

6 June 1943,

inoclusiva,
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OMBING SQUADRON THRE

J\mT 10, 1942

¢ June 1948 to

N

-------- -------C----d-----g-------ﬂ

Upon taking departure from the

olimbed to

MERLALL.
»

+arp AL about 1200 the e
am:gawest steaxing on gn cast

cruisers, gad numerous destroyers, The formatd
rriers haq J
\partioipat

aontterea;
aboard thei
Island earl

diving as tne {irst

rop, and his bomb axpl

apparently the or

T plenes that had

ler that morning,

ng T
slked if he were Teady to commence the n‘ta“.
the affirmative,
oalled ComFitron

b 9

ComTorpron Three

there ware

» ! Y
.&fﬁwn fter Hop&rture.
€ Aw LANE
nony was sighted about b miles ta the
erly course, speed about 20 knotg,

U.848. YORKTOWN| the squadron

18,000 r¢, enroute to the Teboxrted enonv'posltz

at low altitude and

Due to faulty eleotrical
S

on,

and

On appeared

ust previously taken
od in the atiack on Midway

Xy large oarrier of ebout 25,000
1t3 flight deok

was oovered th

N

Threo and-fruntloally
ightors attaoking his squadron,

alroraft, the objeotive turnec

h plenes and the

© carrler turned into & veritable ring .2 flame as
calibre nand anti-airoraft guns

ed

The attack signal
oak interval for

launched, . Diving from

t deok into sheets of

<1line of the ta ot, It -Holmberg 3<Be2, was the firat to
a bonb " exny dS) reotly’in the’mlast of tis spotted
DPlanes, turning the after P‘W

flams, 4 Tighter was blown

hit and by

18 upon se

3-D-14 and 3
uﬁ'mﬁﬁm the

ewel-

Coot€h- ol

over the side as
¥ive direct hitg and three very

near mlsses wo

eing the

ir dives

it was b launched,

T scared diately

carrier so heavily

\
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FVB-3/A16/nhn BOMBING SQUADRGN TiRpm

DEGLASGIEIFD e 16,350

Subjeot Report of Action - Perlod ¢ June 1943 to
6 June 1942, inclusive,

to the 1ignt orulser plane guard, sgqo A near miss ang a
Dit on the ragtell, S=Be £—B~1r1{ik¢wiao silfted to a

hearby battleahip ang Bcpred a dirdet nit on the astern end a
05?—’\*

near mi: . &'TLE& w"Em“'J

Release altitudes averaged 2,500 foet and withdraws]
hos.mada to the northoakt with rods ,

3peed olose to the Ymter amiist heavy anti-aircrart fire. Om
retiroment, 3-B=-8 reported belug avtacikeq by a twin-float bie
plane, pospi a Kawanishi 95 with Lo damage resulting,

Thirtean L‘ko 5, 1,000 lb. bomb. with k.21 nose and M,
%3 tail fuzed were dropped, the Temaining rour having been lost
@s previously ©xplained, : .

_The carrier wae en inferng of flame and undoubtodli e
total loas, the battleship wag smoking froa the stern, the 1ight

¢rulser atteocked was stopped and had settled slightly by the
stern, but was not afire,

All Bombing Squadron Three airoraft returnsa undamaged to‘,,
U.3.S, YORETOW by 1316. Two of our torppdo planes wers also |l
obsgerved Teturning., At 1407 while in the landing circle the
TORKTOWN directeq over volce Tedio tuap all Planes got clear as
she wms about to be ettacked, As the squadron had broken up into
sectlons for landing, scotion lsaders took their seotions
castward into the area nidway between Tasik Force 17 and Task ‘
Force 16 to await the campletion of the attaok, Jettiaonoed ene.uy
bombs were obsorved falling well glear of surface vessels and
3everal Japanese planes Tell in flames, One direot hit was
observed aft and one amidships on the YORKTOWN, There were //
Several near missus, :

While maneuvering in the oloar, our plares wore mistaken
Tor Japanese, and severa) seotions reported thet our fighters
flred at them, .

leaders took theiy sections over to Task Force 16 and4 landed

aboard the +3¢S. ENTERPRISRE exoept _'3;361, Lt-cd:'; !‘a'gni 13‘:;148..1&(1
SN, pllot GALLAGHXR, ¥,.X ARN}lo p bassanger, 4 '
A Holmhgrg, USN, pflat;’ia;?nanf, G.l.. Al03Bo, USH, passenger,
‘hich planes have not been seen singce they were togutaer in the
YORKTOWN landing oirols, N . .
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FVB-3/A16/nhn

BECHASSIEIFD

Jubjeot

BOMBING SQUADRON THmzg. -
June 53. 1942 i

Report or Aotion = eTi0d ¢ June 19438 to
6 Juns 1942, 2nolus YO, ;

,,-»;/-"”---------------n----..,-..----__

B. First day, 4 June 1942, gond ! &% 1730127 (Plus 10)
Bombi Squadron THREE, now Ampog ourteen SBD-3 and =34
type a rplanes, wng launchea from the U.8,.8, ng&.sx in o
vith six Sooutfng Bquadron six Planes and four Bombing Squadron

Six plunes-ag n Tosult of g new Sontaot with the en Tleet by
Sooutipng Squadroxn Five soous Planss, The enemy nq‘gported to

and four destroyers in position, Lat 3140 N LoneoJ.?:IlO We *he
ou

rrier, twoy battlnhip.. three hoavir oruisers,

attack BToup was under the commang of C er, Sa a n&
six, Bombing squg [ TLF ‘ [ Zatlon was as
ollows; o
3~B-13vLt, p.y. Shumway v v'oooNs, R.x,, amige
3-B~15¢Ens, B.R, Coonex v~ v BASSETT, O'R,, AOMZe
3-B~3Y Ens. P(W. Sohlegel |/ v SHROPEHIRT, 314, #gise
i
3-B-16'/t(.13) 0.B. Wisemanyv” v Damx, o U}, ARM3o
3=B~17, o M.A. Merri)ly ./Bmzainm}. -*ﬁ.:.. ARIS30 —
8-B-13vkus. 5.0. Hogan, 1rvs(¥Be) vERAUN, E.X., Séalo
3-B~7VLt(Jg) G.A. Shorwooqv VEENMETT, H|D., ARMZo
3-B-8 vEns, R,u. Toaman e V'NEAVER, '8.K, . "ARM3o
3-B~3VEns, P.w. Cobb v vzmmn.' CeEe, Al20
3"5"10/Lt0 H.S. Bottm Jr./ '/I'OBRSDN 'J‘. mo
S~B-11/Ens, C,S. Lane \/ay' v . ﬁ es ARMEZG
9-B-12v/Ens, 7.0, Butlery YBERG, *» ARM3o -
3-B~4 YIins, R.K. Campberyr’ v ORAIG, H.H., amane
v, GOD¥REY, 7%

vhe sun, Yeather conditions were 1déal vitt‘; exoallexnt. visidility

unlimited celling
sea,

By 1858 the

e, approaching t
und seotiong were

v 10¥ soattered olouds at 8,500 £t, and amocth
. 25 < |

oup was in attack poaition altitude 19,000
gﬁ cnely at high speed from tne sunj . diviai.ou
8tacked down, Commander Socouting 8quadron Six

-t~




FVB-3/A16/nhn ~ BOMAIING S8QUADRON THRER

Eﬁﬁl QEEIEED June 10, 1942,

Subjeut: Report og Aotion = perioa 4 June }942 to
6 June 1942, inclusive,

directed by volos radio the plunéa to:attaok the lo
oarrier, believed to be of the HOSYD olass, anq Boabing Squaifon
Three to attack the nearer battleship, as 3¢ came time

1905 amidst heavy anti-airorarg fire, Jooating s o R
off to oommance the attack, While these plnnos-_ dive, 15“
Obsery

which was the spec
Bombing Bquadron gix dove last,

0
wore attaolted in the dive by the eueny fi ) :-B-i and B-B-léﬂﬁt
9_rerorted to have ‘attacked b u;;Eii:EiII?Til’“
shot down: at these cap ties ooccurmaa "
and

alter rbleaaing their bombg, - attaocked the battle- ,
ship as Previausly direotss, o ing a near{ niss :ang a direot hit

whioh atarteq fires. There wer four direo ts by Bonmbing Squad- /)

'Ton Throe alone on the oarrier fand 1% was b ing ﬁuriously. [

CAMPBELL Base

Rotirement was -rtootodpg; Tadloally maneuvering at hign

2poed near the water bothr to the east and soutliwest through heavy

TEias’ Lt Bhwory, URN, was attaoked by thres r1ghters,
both JUrTng’the dive end ret{renant, which soqs Iwseping pasaes
from the rear, Two of these were lost$ in olouds, the other oon-
tinuing the attack during retirementg in the clouds, riring small
calidre sighting shots with intermittens 20 xm oeunon, The Plans
was hit by several 20 mm shells damaging right aﬂgfhg and landing
flap, right main gas tank (r--ulting in loss or ;11 fuel remaining
in that tank), right elevator and stabilizer, an

ment, exploding thersip tnd throwing fragments into the resr cook-

s the loft apm, Beveral mmall ga)l bre jholes were later
disocovered about © ) elage and nose seetion,

-B-15, Engi BsR, C VaNR, was ainil 1y attacked by
threojright;rs ch use e l:n. t;&tif:; 133: 118:: ;%f:mbo-
1ieves some of the fighters to have been e ‘
shell passed through the rear cookpis c:plodlyf in the radio trans-
mitter, thereby aeriounlyﬂwuundins the gnnncr..BﬁgsxTra O.R., AOM20,
An the right knee, Tde pilot received a alighs Teg wo .
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One 8xplosive Small oqly

the 1ire raft Yompartnent

=B » Lt‘JS) GoA.
to mng 's

driven orye by twinp flexi
damage vz Buztaineq,

Eleven Mk, 13, 1,00
droppeq by thias 8quadron
wIre k. 21, nose, anq
impaot, Approximatcly 1

v 0 ZEB-LZ. wag
ers wﬁiph used aoieag; agtiocs, diving
uarter,

Theue broke off the

‘ or
uto-'dnmnging the fugelage with smal]

mm
Ir ing control cableg alightly and injuri thq gunnepr
BERGX:RO), D.7., AmM3e, 1y both freet, e o '

sIwood

USNR, had ln§41porionoo.similqr
» Dut sustaineq 20 [damage,

end commengeq Funs, whioh from & vertioal

a
ble ,30 calibre fire

at an Qvsrage altity

leag”, This plane was

shokrtly thoro?ttor.

12;,. 500 1b bombs were
de 5r 2,500 ft. Fuses

s 23, tall, d.tonatinfbtzloo 800, after

000 rounds or +30 oal

8Xpended aguinat enemy rightor attaoky

2034 lanéing aboarq,
! UBNR

The 8quadron returneqd ¢
m pl

ammunition were

" The & 80 sustaineq by ~B=13 3-£-1
them inoperutfva for Turther : ““'zi

C. Beoond day, 5 June, 1942; A¢ 3 40 1ZT (Plus 14), Bombing

7
Squadron Thyee was launched from the U.8.8,
with Bombing Squadron 8ix, 8couting 8quadron

J—

and,3¢ﬁ-17 rondcrodlbﬂf
T ML
H {‘
company

SR
511:1 «nd 8Soouting
N Uo nimanip

! /




FVB-B/Aliﬁ/nhn

Subject; Report op Aotion 4 perioa 4 June 1942 to
i .

------

Squadron Five, to attaok ang sink o orippled en o-
arrier, The
;:timatpd loocation of the suemy rorce was g50 {les weat northweost
om Lat, 294 N, lLong, 178-58 w, The tactloey organization or
Ollows:

. PLTaY Diyipfon :
Scy Lol —g:g:iwé.: D.w, HHUHWA!‘/a VEGONS, R:B., Ao

8 R.M, ELDER Y ITILY, L.
M‘QH -.3-}]-6“7’:11. P'". Bmm/ VBEROi&{l{g: IJI..HR?. ARIQO
H
3-N-4v Fna p.x. CAMPBELYL, “VCRATG l.

i

Beoconad Division :
3-B-7"Lt(.lg) G.A, M.n.n.. Al2o
3-B-8v' Eng n.wu. ISAMAN v WAy XK., ARM3q

OBD v

smogth,

were spent 8sarching to the Southwest, At 2020;a long enemy
veasel was sighted, Dolieved to be g light oruiser or the XAToRx
class, on course west,speed 25 knots, It was Cpeided to attaok
this lignt oruiser ag ¢ was growing Qark, rnnafning 888 load
gﬁev:;t;girurthor 88axrah, and there Wors no morh enemy ships in
the vio ty. ‘

'The attaok was initiated by p U8dron Three from an
altitude of 13,000 %, tollouag?innggé:: g;’nom ing 8quadron S8ix,
Soouting Squadron 8ix, ama Soouting Bquadron pi ®. Beoause of
the orulger's high speeq, maneuverability, and ine hazy weather
conditions, o vory elusive divt‘bo.hing target yas Presented. The
enemy threw up a large volunme of small calibre with intermittent

anti-airorarsg Tire. There Were no direot hits ?bnervod.
) ]

!
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BECLASSIEIFD

Subjeot; Report or Ag
8 June 1942

Throe. Mx 21
d<tonating 1/100 800, aft
atrefed by
by 30 oaly

The squadro
back to the !

aboard during darkness,
4

b

ML

S=B=-3v 1t D.w,
3~B-14\’Ens. R.M,
3-B-6y/ Ens. M.A,

3-B~4vEns, R.K,
3-B-8 vEns, 4.

oWy

Klderv
Yarrillv

Hansoa

tion « pert

---,..-----}----

Ton SBDe§ and
ordered to pr

8 of Torpedo

aotical organiz._‘_nm of Bombing SQ“_A‘-"L“.
ixst Division

mmy VUOORB, Kk

ve2tv” Y ErRozmoN

BOMBI NG ‘SUUADRON THREE
Junse 10, 1948,

i
o4 ¢ June:l942 to

Bombi ng
Q used,
was

dropped by
ifuses wey

ing dives the sni
=Quts

2olease altitude
tex at high speed to

® airplanes of
tho vicinity
and attack a forge Teported to -
] FLive planes of VB-g
uting Squadron
R mnother squadron.
were launoksd to strafe
Squadron gix comploged.

of Commaudeyr. soout

|
«3A tyn
00 eed

Three was as

vTILL LeA, - ARM30 o~
VEUROPSHIRE,| T.A., ARwSo 4

o TePsy ARM30 &
v GODFREY, J.¥ o

0; O.M ‘

9

WV () Sbooid ivigs CHD.. ARME
L5 LtgG.Aml‘_Wg%m'.. e
8-B~8 ins, R.M, Tsamany’ vWBAVER, 'S.K., ’ ARIG0
3<B-9v'Ens. B.R. Ooonery’ vZIMMERSEFAD, C,E., AMBo ¥
3-B-10%t. H,S, Dottomley v v FoHNSON D.F., Al2o
5~B-11vEns. 0,8, Leng v* ' | NING, 7.0., ABMigo
' _Division !
Composed of rive %m&dzml §ix planes, o
’ -SMI'VH , _ Vo
ANRER}QJ'K b B
- LanHAM 3
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F¥Y3-3/116/nhn : BOMBIXG SGUADRON THAER

WED June 10, 1942,

Subjeot Report of Aotion periad 4 June 1942 t¢
6 June 1943, inoluaive,

U.3.c. ERTERPIISE and at 1300 took departurs and, prosocaded on g
southwesterly hesdi in the ‘direction of the onexy contaot., On
the vay the €Touy olimbeq to 15,000 £t, arna made oontast at about
1400 with an shony foroe to the Bouthwest, diateance 30 miles,
sonslsting of one battle or heavy oruiser of the XOGAMT olass,

A3 this force apparently did not contain g battleship, whioh
was the specirio obJoccivo, the group swung south around this force
for thirty milea endeavoring to looate the battlesnip to no avail.
At length Commandey Soouting Squsdron Five &avs orders to attaock
the HOGALT olang c¢rulser, or datt. = eruiger as the ocase ey be,
at 1445, Divisions ang seotions mude individual approached from
all direotiong, The attaoks Sommonced at 1450 with little anti-
airoraft fire enscuntered, There waa no eney alr opposition,

5
3
F
2
g
§
¥
f=]
g
:
:
N
3
<
§
3
g
i

ng
heavily; the Ehlp, a complete shanbles, slowed t a stop, Many
topslde personnel had eithexr been blowa or Jumped into the water,
Internal explosions wers seen to follow,

ST upoN ¥&sIng 1t undamaged, and, through heavy anti-
aireraft rire dreotad at hin alone, scored a direct hit art,
Another direct hit followed soon thereafter on this ship. I'o
heavy fires were started, however, though its sperd was undoubtedly
reduced, '

V.
3=~B=8 RoN, X n, USNR, dove on the ATAGO oclass
heavy oma1 > ' . on \i

The FA¥~4's mudo one pass at the destroyera,strarise them
and retired, :

The TBD's hed oxders not to g0 into anti<ailrarart Tire
and therefore retired without launching torpedoen 1

: !

Ten M, 13, 1000 1b. bombs were dropped by Bdmbing quadron
Three from an average relcase smltitude of 2,500 feet, Noss and
tall fuses were ik, p) and 23 Tespeotively, detonating 1/100 sec.
after impact, )

. : i
ALl ton planca of Bombing Squadron Three returned undamaged
and landed aboard’the U,g,g, ERTERPRISE at 1545,

D. W, almuwn. wb /.




