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Reference:
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“+ - AIRCRAFT. BATTLE FORCE .
vFIGHTING SQUADRON FORTY-TWO

EX - Embarked in
Lo i U.8.8. YORKTOWN
i .- atSea,
April 50 1942,

“Commander, Fighting Squadron Forty-Two.
\Gommander,.Carriers, PAGIFIG FLEET,

v:Pilot Complement - reports concerning."rlf

'(a) CABF 1ltr P16-l/00(4024) of 28 July 1941

In accordance with reference (a), the rollowing

report 1é submitted for the month ending APRIL 30, 1942,

- GIBBS, . Harry ?.

. ) DATE TOTAL ;
NAME RANK REPORTED FLIGHT TIME N. qual. for .
U.S.N B
FENTON, Charles R, :LtCar @ 6-24-41 3002,2
< \\§LATLEY, James H, :LtCdr ; "4-24-42 : . 3019.3

MC CORMACK, Vincent F.:Lieut : 3-15-41 : - " '908.4
LEONARD, William N. :Ltéjg) ! 3-15-41 635.3
CROMMELIN, Richard G, :Lt(jg) :-3-15-41 : . 570.1
PLOTT, Roy M. Lt (Jg) ¢ 3-15-41 ¢ 1402.8
BRASSFIELD, Arthur J. :Lt(J)g) : 3-15-41 : 1457.3
MATTSON, - Edward D, :Lt(jg) ¢+ 12-8-41 371.0

. A- V(N) .
MACOMBER, Breinard T :Lt(jg) ¢ 3-15-41 1122.4
MC CUSKEY, Elvert 3, :Lt(jg) :.3-15-41 : 1114.9
WOOLLEN, William ©,  :Lt(Jg) : 3-15-41 : 1097 .4

- KNCX, 'Leelie L.By = :Ensign : 3-15-41 : 8l1.6
BARNES, William ¥, jr :Ensign : 3-15-41 663.4
HARS, Walter A, . :Ensign : 3-15-41 651.3
BASSETT - Ed tEnsign : 6-9-41 : 494.3

- WRIGHT, "Ric erdaL ‘tnsign : 5-7-41 : 465.7 -

.- ADAMS, .John P :Ensign :12-6+41 : 396.0

- BAKER, -John D tEngign :12-8-41 H 340,38

:Ensign :12-8.41 :

274.4
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rvB-3/416/nhn BOMBING SQUADRON THREE

Juns 16, 1942
—~  DEELAGBIBIFD P
 Subjoct: Report of Action = period 4 June 1948 to

6 June 1943, inoclusivo.
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Upon taking departure from the U.S5¢8. YORKTOWN} the aguadron
climbed to 156,000 ft, enroute to the reported enomy position,

remaining above VI=3 and VFe3, proceeding at low altitude and ~
utilizing ‘oclouds for soreening purpossa, Due to faulty eleotrical
bomb release connections, four planes J=pf=]l, J= | G s and
3—p~l7, inadvertently dropped their bom¥s moon grtetr doparture, -
MERL ' A VLANE

(Ko €
»earp AL about 1200 the enomy was sighted about 36 miles to the

west steamling on an easterly course, speefl about 20 knots,
Thelr forces were estimated %o consigt of four ocarriers, two
battleships, at least four hoavy orulsers, one or more iight
crulserg, snd numerous destroyers, The formation appeared
soattereé; apparently the cayriers had just previcusly taken
aboard their plenes that had\partlcipatod in the attack on Midway
Island earlier that morning, ° :

Our comblned mission was to attaock and destroy by ooor- /!
dinated torpedo and dive bombing action any Japanese oarrier '/
— encountered,

The squadropn awung to the northward as the torpedo planes
nad not yet reported ready for the attack, At about 18220
Comnander, Bombing Squadron Three called Commandar, Torpedo Squadro
Three and asked if he were ready to caxmsnoe the a&tnck.
. ComTorpron Three replied in the affirmatlves Almost Limedlately
thereafter ComTorpron Three called ComFitron Three and-frantioally
informed him that there were fightexs attaocking his squadron.

Meanwhile Bombing Squadrom Three commenced its approash from

the north with the objective a vexry larsge carrler of about 285,000
tons bellidfed to be the AKAGI, Its flight deck was oovered w{th
planes spotted aft, Upon sighting our airoraft, the obJective turned
left 80 degrees to the north in order to launch planes and the

sides of the carrler turned into a yeritadle ring .2 flameo as

the enemy commenced firing small calidre and anti-alroraft guns.
There was no fightar opposition at altitude, The attack signal

wvas executed and individual planes of VBe3 took interval for

diving as the first eneny plane was dbelng launched, . Diving from |
the north, all pilots had a steady dive alomg the fore and afrt b
.line of the targot, It “Holmberg, 2, vas the first to :
drop; and his %%mb’explgsgz raogrg'xn t ’ st of tho spotted {
planes, turning the after part o ) t deck into sheets of
flame, A fighter was blown over the slde as it was b launched,
¥ive direot hits and three very near misses wore scored odliately
therecafter. 3-B=-14 and J=Be pon seeing the carrler so heavily
hit and burning [furlously, ted their divea
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FVB-3/A16/nhn BOMBING SOUADRQGH THREE

ALASGHEED | June 10, 1942

Subject Report ¢f Action - period ¢ June 1948 to
6 June 1942, moluaivu

to the light orulser plane guard 890 a near miss and a
hit on the fantall. and 5-B-1 ewiso silfted to a
hearby battleship and 8 red a dir ct hit on tho stern and a

near milas,
BurLen. WisEMAN

Release eltitudes averaged 2,600 fset and withdrawal
was made to the northeayt with m&ioal maneuvering at high
speed close to the water amiist heavy anti-airoraft fire, Om
retirement, 3- reported being attacized by a twin-float bi-
plane, nossi a Kawanishi 95 with ro damage resulting,

Thirtean ik 35 1,000 1b, bombs with k.21 nose and MMk,
23 tall fuzed were dropped, the remaining four having been lost
as previously explalned, : ,
The ocarrier wae an inferno of flame and uandoubte
total loss, the battleship was smoking from the stern, ho light
crulser attaoked was stopped and had settled slightly by the
gtern, but was not afire, 0o
0
A1l Bombing Squadron Three airoraft returncd undamaged to - ko
U.S.5, YORKTOW by 1315, Two of our torpgdo planes wers alsol\
observed returning. At 1407 while 1in the landing circle the
TORKTOWN directed over voloe fadio that all planes get clear as
she was about to be attaoked, As the squadron had 'broken up into
sections for landing, seoction leaders ‘took thelr sections
castward into the area midway between Task ¥orce 17 and Task
Force 16 to avait the completion of the attaok., Jettisoned enexy
bombs were observed falling well olear of surface vessols and
aeveral Japanese planes fell in flames, One direct hit was
observed aft and one amldships on the YORKIOWN, There were
several neaxr missus, :

While maneuvering in the clear, our planes wors mistaken
for Japanese, and several sections roportod thet our fighters
ilred at then,

Yhen the attaok on the YORKTOWN was completed, all sectlon
leaders took thelr sections over to Task Force 16 and landed
aboard the {J.,S.S. ENTERPRISE exoept : 5-8-1, Lt=Cdr. X F,*Leslie,

SN, pilot} GALLAGHXR \!.l’ ARM}o, USH, passenger, ani 35-B=-83, I.t(Jg)

b s Holmberg, USN, phot; f.& m.mf .X.. AldBo, USH, passenger,
vhich planes havs not been seen ainoo they were togetner in the
YORKTOWN landing oirols. \ , :
' i
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I'YB-3/A16 /nhn BOMBING 3J3UADRON THREE,

BEELS E EiElED June 10, 1942

Subjects Report of Action « period 4 June 1943 to
6 June 1942, inolusive, '

/ ------- -o--Qd-uu-co----n'-an----woc
B. First day, 4 June 1942, W 4% 1730,L2T (Plus 10)
Bombl Squadron THREE, now Sompos ourteen 3 J and «3A

type alrplanes, was launched from the U.8.,3. ENTIRFRISE in company
with six SOQutfng Bquadron 8ix planes and four Bambing Squadron
5ix planes-as a result of a nsw contaot with the enemy fleet by
3oouting 8quadron ¥ive soout planes, The enemy was reported to
consist-of one carrler, two battleships, three heavy orulsers,

and four destroyers in position, Lat.S1-40 N, Long.179-10 W, “he
attack group was under the command of Oommnnaer Saouti n
5ix, DBombing Squa 60’8 _ oTganizatlon was as
ollowss N
3-B-13vLt, D.VV. Shumway v v//000NS, R.E., ARMG
3-B-15¢Ens. B.R. Cooner+v” v BASSETT, O.R., AOM2e
S=B+»3 Y Ense. PWe Sohlegel\/ « SHROP. '. :.AO. ARMN30
3-B~16‘/t(Jg) 0.B. Wiseman v’ v DA, G.U,{ ARM3o
3-3—17-/@:15. M.A. Merrild V' \/Bmanon.-ﬁ.:.. ARIS30
6~B-13vEns. 3.C. Hogean, Jr. v BRAUN, B.X., Sealo
3-B=-7v Lt (Jg) G.A. ShorwoodV vEBENMETT, K{D.,, ARM20
3-p-8 YEns, R,M, Ipamanv Vv'WEAVER, B.K,, ARM30
3-B-72 VEns. P,W. Cobd v v ZIMMERSHEAD, C.E., AMMZ0
3-p-107Lt . H.S8. Bottoaley, j:./ -/ JOENSON, ‘.r.. A32o
3-B~11v/Ens, C.3. Lane v/ v HENNING, 3.0., ARMZo
3“B“l?uJEn3. J'.O. mtler{ (Bm' DQD.' AR¥30-
3-B-4 ¥ Ens. R.K. Campbelly’ . / ORAIG, H.H., A}l
3-B-BV Ens. A.W. Hanson v GODFREY, &'¥., ARM30
Z=Bmg— Bt RFrBensomy’ 7/ amosae#;——q—?qﬁuuao

At 1750 the group took departure from Task Foros 16 and
commenced climbing for attack position., The enemy was firat
sighted to the northwest about 30 miles dlstant at 5 from
13,000ft, on a westerly course, speed £0 knotsy Thell for-
mation was agein widely spaced, as in the previous attack, with
little or no screeninge. The Ah’ group immediately wide
to the southwest in order to approagh from the direction of
the sun, Weather conditions were 14éal .with excallernt visibility
unlimited celling, low scattersd olouds at 8,800 ft, ‘and smocth

SCQ e . %5
7 By 1858 the group was in attack poasltion, altitude 19,000
ft. approaching the enemy at high speed from &he sunj . divlaions

and sectlons were stacked down. Commander Scouting Sguadron Six

b
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FVB-3/A16/nhn BOMBING S8QUADRON THREE

BE@] EESIE.ED ~— . Jane 10, 1942.

Subjevt: Report o8 Action «~ period 4 June }9&2 to
6 June 1942, inclusive.
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directed by volos radio the ENTERFRISR planes to:attack the 1o
carrier, believed to be of the HOSYO oclass, and Bombing Squadfon
Three to attack the nearer battleship. AS the zame time
announcsd that enemy fighters were d and above.

believed to consist of at least twelve of tha "Zhro"
1905 amidst heavy anti-airoraft fire, Soouting 8
off to oonmonce the atteock. While these plunes
the snomy carrier swung sharply to a sousher

no direct hits by the Socouting Squadron 8 lanes, ing Squa cﬁf"/
Threes ohanged the ObJjeotive from the batyleship to the ocear . :
unood ° attaoki&ﬁ”‘n

whioh was the specific obJective order
Bombing 8quadron Six dove last, -13,
wore attaocied in the dive by the eneuy ti
o rerorted to have been attacked b

shot down,

ties ooccursdd -
aTter raleasing their bombs, -4 and attacked the battle-
ship as previously direoted, scgring a near| miss .and a direct hit
whioh atarted fires, Thcro werp four direol hits by BOmbing Squad- [/ |
ron Three alone on the garrier /and i% was dbgriing furiously. ( |
ngggau.  Bensen |
Rotirement was effeoted redioally maneuvering at high 1
speed near the water both to the east and southwest through heavy |
anti-airoraft fire and fightexr attacks, |

g-B-l3 Lt Bhumway, USN, was attacked by ﬂw: fighters,

both dur the dive and rotiromlnt, whioh mado eping pesses
from the rear. Two of these were lost in olouds, the other oon-
tinuing the attack during retirement in the clouds, riring small
oalibre sighting shots with intermittent 20 sm osunon. The plane
was hit by several 20 mm shells damaging right dlving and landing
flap, right main gas tank (resulting in loss of ull fuel remaining
in that tank), right elevator and stabilizer, and baggage compart-
ment, exploding therein and throwing trngnnnta into the rear ocook-
pit which resulted in injuring the gunner, C 8,l R.E
_lish&lx;ig_%ggilgﬁﬁ_;ﬁg. Beveral mmall oalibre jnoles were later
discovered about the elage and nose seetion.

3-B-15, Ensign B c ¢ UBHR, was aimil ly attacked by
three fighters which use M lamn taotios. The [pilotd also de-
lieves some of the fighters to have been Me 109's2., One 20 mm
shell passed through the rear ocookpis expl in the radio trans- -

mitter, thereby seriously wounding the gunner, Bg%SKTTE C.R., AOM20,
in the right knee. THe pilot received a slight "leg wo
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¢ Postmaster,
8=0-N-F=TI-D=E-N-T-I-4A-L 3an Francisco, Cal.
June 12, 1942,

From: Commander, Fighting Scuadron THREE,
To : The Commanding Officer, U.S.S. YORKTOVII.
Subject: The Battle of lidway - Combat report.

1. IARPRATIVE COF EVZENTS ~ FIGHTIIG S UAJRON THREZ:

(a) At 1105, a division of six (6) T4F-4 airplanes, led by
LtCdr. Thach, departed from the U.Z.3. YORKETC/N as escort for VT-3 in an

attack on enemy carriers reported bearing 233° T., distance 141 miles. v’

Prior to take-off, the leader was informed that the enemy carrier had
changed course to 270° T., but that this change of course should be used
with caution, as it was probably for the purpose of lsunching planes,
and not a change in base course. VT-3 had departed fifteen minutes
earlier, but the visibility was excellent, both above and below the bro-
ken clouds and they were joined by the fighters at 1130. 4t 1200, VT=-3,
flying just below the clouds, changed course to "= » T. At 1210, three
enemy carriers in formation about four miles apart, surported by heavy

" cruisers and destroyers, were sighted heading south-east. Four VF took

a position up-sun about 6,000 feet from VT-3, who were at this time, fly-
ing at about 2,000 feet altitude just above large, scattered clouds. The
remaining two VF were closer over the VT squadron. it 1220, two bursts
of A.4., near our VF, directed a squadron of about twenty (20) type Zero
fighters toward us. They were conming in from above and immediately at-
tacked the VF escort. VT-3 dropped into a cloud and disappeared from
Yiew, headed toward the port bow of the leading enemy carrier. I saw
three torpedo hits on the leading carrier and one or two torpedo hits

on the second carrier. Several bomb hits and near nisses were seen on
each of the three carriers. _t this time, we were directly over heavy
ships of the inmer screen, but were not able to see any of the VT planes
retiring. Zach time an attempt was made to straighten out and look for
VT planes, the Zero fighters would be able to press home an attack from
astern and one of the F4F-4's would be neavily hit and fall out of the
right. One was seen going straignt down, leaving a suoke trail. Soon
there were only three F4LF-4's remaining in this aerial battle, but we
continued to fight as a team, shooting Japs off of each others tail, and
taking "pot" shots at them as they recovered from an attack. Cloud co=
ver was available below, but was not teken due, partizlly to the desire
to stick to-gether for mutual sunwort, and in oraer to join the retire-
nent and rendezvous of the VT. owever, no VT could be located, and it
is doubtful If we could have assisted them in eny event, due to tihe con-
tinual attaciis made upon us by tae eneny Pizhters. Ilany Zero Tighters
were kept engaged throughout the torpedo and dive~bombing attacks. Later,

~as the fizot continued, it anpearéd that our tactics were bezinning to

be successful - purely as a defensive measure, iowever. There were so
many Japanese rlghters azlways sbove us, that taey -ad to cirele around
and awalt thelr turn to coie in for an attack. .0st of tliew used tie
same Torm of attaeck. They would attempt to asvroach fros above-rear at

| -z-/,%-g
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0=N-F=-I-D-Z-K-T-I-i-L FIGHTING SJUADRON TEREE

June 12, 1942.
Subject: The Battle of ifidway - Combat report.

high speed, shoot and recover by climbing vertically until they were out

of reach. As each attacker approached, a turn was conmenced and when the
eneny came within gun-range, the turn was increased sharply by each plane
in the formation. This appeared to keep the Japs bullets astern of the
cockpit and if the Jap flew on past after snooting (as they usually did),
the leader could, by reversing his turn, get a shot at the eneny head-on,
or as he was climbing in his recovery. The performance of the Zero fight-
er 1s so far superior to our own that the Jepanese pilots did not Dbotier

to drop their 100 gellon belly tanks while dozg Pighting. These tanks were
heavy, as evidenced by larze ouantities of gasoline streaming out when they
were hit, 4Lt about 1240, there were only two Japanese VF remaining in the
vicinity, the others having been shot down or returned to their burning
carriers. These two nad no zore inclinstion to Fight. “lien we departed

at about 1245, tiaree (3) eneay carriers were burning. The leadiang carrier
was afire from stem to stern, and was sihootins brighit red and »ink Tlames
up higher than the length of the ship. The second carrier was Tlaming and
the third was covered with a larce coluun of swoke, out no flaae could be
seen. aspparently, these six fighters were tie only 77 to ma<e contact with
eneny rizshters during the combined and nearly simultaneous attack of tas
three carrier air groups from the Yorktown, Zornet and Internrise. The en-
eny carriers were apparently untouched when this grour arrived and it is E
! lieved the taree VI were tie last of the carrier attack zroup to leave
the vicinity of the enemy carriers.

Three of the vpilots oif the VI escort cre not now available to wnake
reports. 3Based on reports of the other tiaree pilots, Tive, and p»rovably
six, Zero fighters were shot down and an =dditionel four danased.

The loyalty, teamwork and courage displayed by the pllots supporting
the leader of this division of fizhters wno fouzat continuously for a per-
iod of twenty nminutes over the eneuy Tleet azainst a force overwhelmingly
superior in nucbers and aireraft nerformance, was nothing short of nagnif-
icent.

{b) 4t about 1345, two six-plane divisions led by Lt.gégg
R.G, Crommelin and Lt.(Jjg) £.J. Brassfield were launched and vectored ou
on course 250° T, X aoout 1405, contact was made with an eneny formation
of eighteen (18) dive-bombers protected by many zero fighters. The exact
nuaber of fighters Las not been definitely established, although the Jap-
anese usually provide a flghter escort of 16 to 20 VF with thelr attack
groups. The enemy dive-bombers and fighters were immediately attacked.
This enemy dive-bombing attack was disrupted and practically broken up. It
is believed that only four and possibly five dive-boumbers were able to re-
lease their bombs at the target. Ilany of the eneny jettisoned their bombs
and attempted to fizht back. Each time our VF attacked the enemy V3, they :
in turn were exposed to attack by the escorting Zero rfighters. The results Y
indicate, however, that our VF pllots concentrated on tihe dive-bombers. In
* s engagement, ten (10) dive-bombers were shot down and seven (7) addi-
tional dive-bombers damaged or shot down. Two Zero fighters shot down and
three (3) additional VF damaged or shot down. The pilots who survived this
engagenent were landed on the IZnternrise and Zornet.
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;;NFIDENTIAL. FIGETING SCUALDRON THREE

June 12, 1942.
CONTIITURD:

Subject: The Battle of lidway -~ Combat report.

. {c) 4t about 1630, the Yorktown, having gotten underway a- St
gain, and able to make 15 knots, launched two divisions of four (4) VF each e
led by Ltldr. J.S. Thach and Lt(] An enemy torpedo plane

. attack developed Eur;ng tnis teke-off. The enemy VT were within i,4i. range

. and the carrier was Tiring wnen the last few VF rolled down the deck. These
i pilots had time only to turn off tne bow and fire at the eneny planes through

" a heavy barrage of our owm anti-aircraft fire. 3Several of our owan Vr were

- hit by A.A. Pire from vessels of tiie sereen and two of them were possibly

shot down by 4.4i. This VP patrol could not be zassed before taxe-off and

sorie of the planes had as 1ittle as 30 gailons of gzasoline, The Yorktown,

having been stopved since the srevious boubing attack, had no combat=-alr

»atrol in the air at the tine tae attack developed. =Zvidently, the combat-

air patrol from other ships made no contact with the enemy VT at any tinme.

The known results of the attack on enemy planes, made by the eight VF of

this squadron who were launched wihile the attack was cominz in, are as Tol-

lows: 3ix (6) enemy VT, saot down and two VT damaged or probably shot down.

Two (2) enemy VF shot down and two additional VF damaged or shot down.

2. STATISTICS:
(&) Znemy Losses.
compat reports nave not been received from eight (&)
pilots. The following is based on reports from tihe re-
maining pilots of this squadron:

Zneny planes SHOT DOVIN: VF - 9
(veriried) V3 - 10

vr - 6

TOTAL -= 25

Znemy planes damaged vr -6
or probably shot down VB ~ 7
VT = 2

TOTAL ~-- 15

GRAND TCTLL === 40

(b) own Losses.
7ive (5] pilots are missing in action. Cne (1)} pilot

was wounded in action. Five (5) pilots left on York-
town (essumed are now in ships of T.F. 17). 3ix (6)
Planes were lost due to enemy action. One (1) plane on,
Yorktown, will have to be stricken due to crash on deck.

- Cne (1) plane, on ZInterprise, needs minor repair. One
(1) plane, on Znterprise, needs major repair. ZFour (4)
rlanes , left on Yorktowm, reguire major repair due to
enemy action. TFourteen (1l4) planes now operating.
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CONFIDENTIAL.

CONTINUED:

Subject:

FIGETING SQUADRON THREE

June 12, 1942.
The Battle of lidway - Combat report.

LESSONS LIARNED:

() Pilots in action against Japanese VF must stick to-

~gether and fight as a team or else they will not
survive.

(b} The Japanese fighter pilots usually attack from above
rear at high speed and recover by climbing vertically
until they have lost some speed and then pull on
through to complete a small loop or high wing-over which
places them out of reach and in position to attack again.

By reversing the turn sharply after each attack the
leader mey get & shot at the enemy while he is climbing
away or head on in a scissors if the Jap turns to meet
it.

{c) Two hundred end forty (R240) rounds of ammunition per
gun is not enough. We should have 500 but would be
satisfied with 400. In the F4(F-, airplane it would be
better to reduce the number of guns to four in order to
increase the amount of rounds carried per gun.

(d) i4ny success our fighter pilots may have against the
Japanese zero fighter is pot due to the performance of
the airplane we fly but is the result of the comparatively
poor marimanship of the Japanese, stupid mistakes made
by their pilots and superior marksmanship and team work
of some of our pilots. The only way we can ever bring
our guns to bear on the zero fighter is to trick them
into recovering in front of an FAF or shoot them when
they are preoccupied in firing at one of our own planes.
The FAF airplane is pitifully inferior in climb,
maneuverability and speed. The writer has TIown the
FLF alirplane without armor and leak proof tenks. Removal
of their vital protection does not increase the per=-
formance of the FLF sufficiently to come anywhere near
the performance of the zero fighter. This serious
deficiency not only prevents our fighters from properly
carrying out an assigpned mission but it has had a
definite and alarming effect on the morale of most of
our carrier based VF pilots. I we expect to keep our
carriers afloat we must provide a VF airplane superior
to0 the Japanese zero in at least climb and speed, if
not maneuverability.

(e) VF pilots must be expert with their fixed guns. They
have such a short time to do their work that they cannot i
afford to make a run on an enemy plane and miss. i
Opportunity must be afforded VF squadrons to practice ;

-4 -jf’ll ;
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CONFIDENTIAL.
CONTINUED:
Subject:

FIGHTING SQUADRON THREE
June 12, 1942,
The Battle of Midway - Combat report. L

on a target sleeve both ashore and at sea. The should
~mot be required to stand alerts when temporarily based

ashore but should use all of their time in perfecting
VF tactics, team-work and practice on a sleeve.

(f) Fighter directing in general was far from satisfactory.

Xany interceptions were missed. If one fighter director
is to control aircraft from two or more carriers the
facilities aboard ship must be reorganized and expanded

to fit the needs. asbove all each carrier should actually
practice interceptions at sea. The maintenance of radio
silence while in the vicinity of a Fleet Base is certainly
of less importance., Ve must be able to send fighters out
in sufficient numbers to meet enemy attack groups at

least forty miles away. A pilot cannot navigate on the
way out to an interception. He must be required to fly *
& compass course only.

(g) The pilots of VF-42 who participated in the Coral Sea

engagement &nd the Battle of llidway have under gone a
long and strenuous period of war operations at sea withe-
out rest or relaxation. It became necessary to ground
some of these pilots before return to port. They are

all without exception suffering from combat fatigue which
a few days rest will not cure. It is recommended that
they be returned to the United States for a period of
leave and then be used at advanced training centers or
to fit out a new carrier groups.

2 3. 8. mca.

_a 1

aanren




R

. e

'FIGHTING ACCOUNT OF ATRCRAFT

Plane .. ' Disposition Total Final Disp.
F-13 Landing orash 29 xgy' ) ° - 2 Laft on yisrenr
_3-4 .oon ] '8t ) O [ "o
37-6 ___Shot up while on Torpedo escort t0 4 a4 __
dJaDe CV) o
3¥=24 LA LR L L LR Hornet m»ushed
fa)
37=9 shot dovm while on Torpedo escort to
a 1 Lost
3F=-2 Shot down during Torpedo attack on
Yorktown. Lost
17-7 " " ] " C] ] 108%C
Se-18 N u " LO8T 7
TR=3 w—n w W T L35%
~3n-L0 YRot Uy & orasll on.IKTN.arver - rorpedo
Egcort. Left on WK'Til.
” (]

aR=-23 Loft on YXTN, because very low on gas. "
3F-17  ~Crash on Enterprise by VP-b pilot. TeTt on Enn.
3F-3 Teft on EDLercrise ror MiNoT YT6pairs. )i f LA

Thrown over

’ side
Available Hornet§ Hornet Lost] Left on § Left on Grand
i . Yorictowry Enterpriss|Total

|._ 5 |1|5|5| z lg7

-

g

TALS:

Je S. THACHE,
Lieut.Comdr. s UeSeN. »
Commanding, VEF<=3e

. 12
Enolosure (p? % .
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VE-3

'~'“"."'z‘-."-.”’r=s"ﬁ"—,w
RN DA S - B '.

.,,,T.N.,ﬂ,,,.....,.», '
" Fighting Squadron Three)Partial Bag For Battle of ijldway *

Heports of action have hof beeh feceivéd from eight pilo{:s)

Enemy shot Probably shot Duwr

HALE - Down-Certadn or Damaged
TE- - anE:' In”: — _m_
3 ue{ig) .N. Leonard =12 e PP - 1yT -
€ 1= L16(iz) ReGs Crommelin (VF=42) __IVF 1VF
B-lq Lt{/g) A.Js Brassfie VE=L2 VB 2VB
v-2] Lt( g2} B.Do Mattson =52 . -
-1 LU{Jjs) H.S. lioCuskey - N
| Loiig) ¥.We. Barnes (VE=L2) VB 298, 1VF
F-t5 1t(jz) W.A. Haas {VF=-L2) VT =
o P Adams (VF=42). LVT _1VT
JeBs. Bain ~5Q) Wy -
-]l: VE 2
J&I] E IE
F.rl 72CH, D.Co Barnes (VF=-3) 277 2V

Total Certain Bag: Enemey VF =9

VB - 10
" Tr-b
Grand Total 25

Pt MM‘“C
Total 2robable Sag (Damaged or Siwot Down): M«M f éz ;2

Enemy VF - 6
# VB -7

" VP -2

Grand Total 15

Beey - _

GuBES oy Pi1gE Flew F-o vp 3"‘: .

. -‘*
Y

bre sk, 2viis, Tirewv o Do sar 2oy b 0 e
' Enclosure (D) 17
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'F 4 Enss EeRe Bassett(VF-hZ) .

e it Wt b My

: ™~ .~
L‘G(Js) B.T. Macomber (vr.z.z) I.ert on Yorktown

Lt(jg) EeS. Mccuskey (VF-42) .Left on Enterprise
. LE(§8)T.Be WOollea_(.VF-hz) —mssing in.-,.otion

- -

Ens. ReLe Wright VF-hZ; - Left on Enterprise
Ens. HeBs Gibbs (VF=42)Hpt+ Missing in Action

ACTIONW

VT escort for attack

on eneny cCuIriers.

VB & VT attacks on-
Yorktown. .
VT & VB attacy on Fecnfts
VT escort for attack

on eneumy carriers.
Prooably sihot down.

VB attack on York'tn.
V8 & YT ettacks on
Yorktovai.

(Ens. G,F. Hopper (VF-AZ) ¥issing in Action VT attack cn Yeriic.ms
Ens. HeJ. Eppler (VF=3). Left on Yorktown 0KDid not Tly®

Ense. Re.C. Evans (VF'B) -n " L #K Did not fly.

Ens. V.H. lorris (VF-3) n " 6 Did not fly

Ens. Me Tootle (VF=3) Tanded in water after Believed u.cl ed uu

VT attack cn Yorktown by DD. /

Mach. T.F¢ Cheek (VF-B) Left on Yorktown

Enclosurs (D)

- - . . \

VT escort for attack
on enewmy carriers.
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En v. SE@IRCRAFT = ACTION WITH sl o
ST - Eacorr Kewewr -

(a) TO 27 FILLTED CUT DY UNIT COLLAIDER IIETIDIATTLY UPO LAXDING AFTIR & _
EACII ACTION OR OPZRATION IJ C NTACT YWITH TED ENIRTY. .

(b) DO 10T #GUL DECK" THIS REPORT ~ IF DATA CAN NOT 37 RSTIMATED WITH
RIBASOHAZLE ACCURACY LITER A DASH I SPACE FOR VWEICHE MO DATA IS
MAVIALADLET. ‘

1. DATRJune 4 1942 IAT30-00N LONG179-00% __ TIIT 1220  ZNolyg 10
2, "ZaTIZRLarge scattered clouds at 1500-2000 Ft., Vieibilitv - Txcellent
5. ULiIT REPORTINIC FPighting Squadron THREE TYPZ PLAITDS P4F-4

~

“e LATURZ OF CPTRATION .
Six-plane escort for torpedo and dive bombing attacks on three (3)
Japanesge alrcraft carrlers, -

5. SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE
Enemy aircraft threatening own alr group.

6. FORCES ENGAGED (include rmodels and markings)

own : .\ - . bnemy )
Six (6) Model F4PF-4 . Twenty (20) Model® "00" Japanese VF
Dull clay color with standard markings

-

7. TYPE OF ATTACK ((xmx/Enenngr Scratch one)
Japanese usually attacked from above rear at falrly high speed and

recovered by climbing vertically untll out of reach,

8. ZHDIIY TACTICS Japanese VF- attack owvn VI escort firat with over-
whelming numbers in an‘effort to keep us occupied while smaller units
- attack own VP or VB. They attack by single planes in quick successlen,

9, BRIGF DZ3CRIPTION OF ACSTION (include altitudes and range of contact,
,ltitudes and directions of release and withdrawal.) Upon arrival over
enemy seven Jap combat alr patrol of 20 VF attacked ovn 6-plane sscort at
4,500 ft. VT dropped 1nto a cloud on port bow of leading carrier and dis-

-eraed for torpedo run. 2 VF as close escort became separated from remﬁin-
g e -..n_, agd by ;c_n'_'l: .a-.--_ " N --A e smg

IZage enemy
utes over enemy fleet
ovm ‘ Eneny
s1x (6) .50 Cal. Two (2) cannon and 2 to 4.7,7 nm.

machine guns,

11. TVASIVE ACTIOI ZIIPLOYED (own) 4-plane divisions remain in formction and
fight as a team. When enemy VF attack make sharp turn and as enemy passget
. by reverse the turn and attempt to shoot him during his recovery.

2. AIMTUTITION EXPENDED (include types and fuse setitings. 1Indicate
number of duds,)

The leader expended about 1200 rounds, others averaged 1,000 rounds

.50 caliber, . - ) Lo
W Aol
s ENCLOSGRE "C"
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. - _ :l . ot IR oY - N .i'; «7 S,
. o - U @ #iiini.
13. RESUL.S (Certain) ) ‘ .ot
Six (6) Japanese model "Od" YF shot down,

13a. RESULTS (Fstimated) ‘

Seven (7) model "OO" VF estimated shot down,

14. DAIAGE TC OWi AIRCRAFT _EFFECTIVENESS OF

One (1) F4F-4 shot down, o - LEAK-PROOFING AND ARIOR
Three (3) F4F-4 damaged beyond . Highly effective
repair.

15. FOR ATTACI Oli SUBIIARINE
() Submarine was (on surface)(submerged) when sigh*ed.

(b) Dlrection of attack relative to submarine was —-——
(c) Elapsed time between first sight of sub and
first bomb explosion et

» (d) Was any part of sub in sight when pomd releasec =w===-

(e) ELAPSED time between last sight of sub and explosion
of bomb .  _____.__

(1) t‘stimated distance between sub or l1ast surface indication of
Msub and’ explosions | e

- . “ . Saman S S 1 . RPN
16, FHARKS ~(Use additional sheet if necessary. ‘Hake rough sketch A
if practicable,) Six (6) F4F-4 airplanes cannot prevent 20

or 30 Japnnese VF from shooting our slow torpedo planes. It is indeed
surprising that any of our pllots returned alive., . Any success our
fightver pilots may have agalnst the Japanese zero fighter 1s not due to
the performance of the alrplane we fly but is the result of The com-
paratively poor markmanship of The Japanese, stupld mistakes made by a
few of thell pillots and superior. markamanahip and team work of some of
our pilotvs. The only way-we -car-ever bring our- g-uns to bear on the zero
fighter 18 To Ttrick them into recovering ln front of an F4F or-shoov
them when they are preoccupled in firing at one ¢f our own planes, ‘The
F4F girplanes 1s pltifully inferlor.ln:i¢climb,.maneuverability and- sneed.
The writer has flown the F4PF alfplane vIthout armor and Leck proof T
Removel of their vital protection does not inocrease the performance of
the FP4F sufficiently to come anywhere near the performance of the zero
fighter. This serious deficlency not only prevents oux fighters from
properly carrying out an assigned mission but it has bad a definite and
alarming effect on the morale of mosat of our carrier based VF pilots. I:
we expect to keep our carriers afloat we must provide g VF airplane
superior to the Japanese zero in at least c¢limb and speed 1r not
meneuverability,. . R -

c-"{- /
?" J THACH, lieui-Comdr,, UsS, Navy,
“’p - ) (Signature) .

e
ot




DE n U. S‘IRCRAF*’ - ACTION WITH m-z“ 23"{\3835‘;:1%% . D?}Q‘?*
WE-S AP' lFf‘Eﬂ YOCWJPS”PUCLIOHS : BYa)?a 959/-(:, DATE-

(a) TO B I"ITL"‘D omy z'n?' UNIT COIG'AIDER IIITIDIATELY UP‘(’)QIM %%Eﬁggﬁ?‘ffm L
BACH ACTION OR OPERATION.-IN 'CONTACT YWITH THE ENRRYY. y .
D) DO 0T "GUY DECK™ THIS REPORT = IP DATA CAN NOT 37 1"S'Fﬁfts. EB WITH °
RTASONADLE ACCURACY ENTER A DASH I¥ SPACE FOR WEHIGH MO DATA IS
AVIALARLID. 192JUL 10 3192 39

1. DaTZJune 4 1942 TAT. —- LONG. - —-- TIIE1630 2y 10

2. UIZATIER Broken clouds 500 £t. to 1000 f£t. about 7/i0 overcast.
O. Un IT n= .LIIG Fightigg Sm!agggn :I'EB’:E: l'..“P..' PLAIES FPAF=4

4, NATURZ OF OP \TION
Combat alr pa trol against enemy torpedo plane attack directed
ageinst U,S.3. Yorktown,

5. SPECIFIC O0BJECTIVZ . C e e

.Eneny VT
6. FORCES ENGAGED -(include riodels and markings)
own Bneng.
. ) , 12 %o 15 model #G7% VT supported
Eight (8) F4F-4 by 10 to 18 Zero fighters.

7. TYPL OF ATTACHK (Own/Bxxxmp] (Scratch one)’
Cpposite approach, side approach and tall chase. !

8. ENTIY TACTICS Enemy VT dove down through the clouds at high speed and
released torpedoes at a. apeed of 200 knots at 250 tn 300 ft. altimd.e.
-Enemy VF.escort flew above and gstern of VYT and attacked own VP,

9. BRIZF DZSCRIPTION OF ACTION (include altitudeés and range of contact.

Altitades and directions of release and withdrawal,) Yorktown had been
stopned. Gue damage from bombs s.s soon as ship could get undervay 8 V
vere launched sh:!:oe gspeed 15 kno{:e Before the last few 7F were alrborn
enemy VT were within range, All VF turned off the bow into own AA
fire to mecet enemy VT.

10, WEAPOYS ZTIPLCYLD

ovm Eneny
8ix (8) .BO cal. VT torpedoes and 7.7 mm fixed and

He%mm_ani_tm_m_a.aur_7 7
11, ZVASIVE ACTIOI LIIPLOYED (Enemy) Shayp ®gn turnsa

2. AIYITUFITION LXPENDED (include types and fuse settings. indicate
number of duds.)

Averaze 600 rounds,

) - h

Ao ¢ ENCLOSURE "C" ¢
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13. RESULTS (Certain) Wight (8) VT - A
Two (2) VF

12a. RESULTS (Estimated)

Ten (10) VT }
Four (4) VP
1%, DAIIAGE TO OV AIRCRAFT - . CFFECTIVENESS OF
Four (4) P4F-4 alrplanes LEAK~PROOFING AND AR!OR
¥ shot down, ) : Highly ﬁffective. Only two
L Cthers severely damaged. F4F-4!s'‘wvere seen burning,
4
13. FOrR ATTACK Oli SUBIARINE

Submarine was (on surface)(submerged) when sighted.
Direction or attack relative to submarine was
Elapsed time between first sight of sub and
first bomb explosion

(d) Was any part of sub in sight when pomb released

P TN
<l M

a
ko)
c

(e) ELAPSED time between last sight of sub and explosion
of bomb

(f) Estimated distance between sub or last surface indication of
sub and explosions '

-16. REIARKS (Use additional sheet if necessary. Ilake rough sketchl
if practicable,)
The VF combat alr patrol from other carriers in the
vicinity should have intercepted the enemy VI. Apparently

"& few of them inteicepted the enemy VF escort only and that
wvag dbne very close in,

| L. /
i , Je s.’;;EEEEkéz
2 _ (Signature)
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****** R >
o M.EFJ i D . o
U.S.8. HORNET
; Ty ‘>'-"'f{"‘~j?.'_f}?vf-*ny_y« . . . T \
Y f" Pighting'Squadron Three Yartial Bag For Battle of ilidway v
¥eports of action have not been received from eight pilots)
' Enemy Shot Probably shot Dowr
NAME R Down=Certain oOr Damaged
- .E=\ Lt.comdr, J.9. Thach (¥r-3 V'WF: 1y 1y
E~|'s Lt{jz) N.Ns Leonard. (VF-42 —— AR —- 1yT -
©1=~Lt{iz) ReG, Crommslin (VF~42) -LYF 1VF
-1q Lt{Jg) A.Js Brassfield (VF-4<) LVB 2V8_
¥-2] Lt{Jg) E.De Nattson iy L -
F-il .L.t( &) BeSs MOCUBKEY - B, SVE VB
r-24% I.t(J2) W.W. Barnes =-l3) LvVB 2VB, 1vrE
Lt(Jg ) LVT ndll
lnse J ivT 1VT
IVE -
L VE »
%_VB LVF ~
p~ 2VT A
—
Total Certain Bag: Enemey VP - 9
vB - 10
'.v vr - 6
Grand Total 25
bt M’\Wi,
Total Probable Bag (Damaged or Siwot Down): /611“-’" ﬁ éz FQ
Enemy VF - 6 . ‘b L {
" VB -7 i), cue
'! vT - 2 /.v”
Grand Total 15 / .
/.
GuBBs o PisE Flew F-op 3k '
Mo
Epprer, Evans, Mevw o Dio wor zuy s By, |
SR ‘ Enclosure (D) / H7
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AGGOUNT F A.IRORA!T

\ Disposition Total Final Disp.
Lcow ARD / 2; Landigg craah 22 ngy ) ? - 2 Lgrt on Yigrmye
Waes Jr= TS
Macmpel. 3F-6 ___Shot up while on Torpedo eacgr; to)__ e wn
' ap.CV o
W 3P=24 non " A " L ®.). dornet pushed
%htebv) : P
. 37=9 Shot dovm while on Torpedo escort to
Qossett e R wall 7 1 st
3F=-2 shot down during Torpedo attack oh
o WeoLeN Yorktown. Lost
KoPPER _37-7 n_nm_n " n n Lost
— ooTLie 518 A | 4 I To8%
ﬁ——'?s T¥=8 L S S oSt ————
N P’ ToTpedo
Lheek Escort., Left on YK'Tii.
_Inegh  3v-23 n because very low on gas. L i
=l _~Crash on Enterprise by VF-0 Pilot. Teft on BT,
WRIGHT -3 on 6ror'i86 107 MINOT Tepalls. i LA A
Thrown over
ot) Hornet. Lost Left Left Grand
I : b, ot] Hornet 8 on | Left on Tan
70TALS:| Available Hornet| H . Yorktowry Enterprise| Total

I" ¥ | l.l.5.l.5. | P lz7

[N

J. 8. TEACE,
Liﬁutacomdl‘-, UOS.N.’
Commanding, VE=3.

. | 0
b
Y

Enolosure (D)
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